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IN purſuance of the plan aid w_ 
in the former part of this little 


| work, I now preſent my Readers = 


with two. additional Dramatic Pieces "x 
in which 1 have endeayoured to 
Mew, that a hjfe of diffi pation is 
dreadful in its conſequences, as it 
puts a ſtop to mental improvement, de- 
ſtroys domeffic harmony, i is highly injux 
rinus to ſociety, and endangers the loſs of 

 Flernal boppineſs. 

A 2 . 


3 P R E F A CE. 


| It is impoſlible, in the compaſs of 
ſo ſhort a work as the preſent, to place 


this important matter in its frongeſt 


tight ; neither can advice given in 
this, or any other mode, be expected 


to have due weight, unleſs enforced 
by parental authority and example ;* a 
proper exertion of the one, and cir- 


\ Ion in regard to the other, 


would fpare many mothers the forrow 
of ſeeing their blooming offspring 


ſink into untimely graves and the 
bitter remorſe that muſt ſucceed (if 
any ſenſe of religion remains in the 


mind) for neglecting to prepare them 
for fe a change. 


* . . 


t 
C: 


Full | 


PREFACE v 


Full of health a gaiety, young 
perſons. are apt to imagine their 
ſtrength | equal to every exertion 
which their love of infatiable plea- 
ſure may require. They expoſe 
themſelves alternately to the exceſſes 
of beat and cold ; they defy fatigue 3 
they abridge themſelves of their reſt, | 
or they take reps/e in thoſe hours, 
when the air, cleared from noxious 
| vapours by the merning ſun, is full of 
invigorating freſhneſs ; Which would . 
give ſtrength to their bodies, and im- 
prove the natural cheerfulneſs of their 
minds; not conſidering, that till 
their growth is completed, the utmoſt 
care is requiſite to fabliſo a good confli-. 

tution. 


1 


futian. For ſuch een irregu- 


Tarities, the 7 mnexperience and impetuoff ty 


of youth may be admitted as an apo- 
logy ; but what can excuſe the mother 


who, frequently for her: own grati iff 
cation, leads on her daughter in fo dan- 


gerous a career? Many inftances does 


/ 
! 


the preſent day afford of perſons, - 
| who, like Mrs. Loveleſs, encourage, 


nay cheriſb thoſe very faults, WIE it 


18 their duty to eradicate. 


tale es ; We I flatter myſelf, they 


Sorry F am to fay, that ſuch fee 


mations as are exhibited in theſe Dra- 


matic Pieces, are not ſo much pictures 


of what really happens in the world, as 
ideal repreſentations of ſuch as ought to 


wall 
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will prove dee to mothers of 
another deſcription, and uſeful to 
thoſe for whom they are particularly 
deſigned ; young ladies, whoſe ſchool- 
education 15 completed, and who are ar- 
rived at that period of their lives, 
when the inſtruction given them, 
toold have for its immediate object 
the cultivation of the Domeſtic Virtues, 
with a view to their filling, with pro- 
priety,the important offices of Wives 
and Merge. N 
Could the eder daughters of families 
be prevailed on to imitate, as far as 
opportunity admits, the example of *: 
the MATERNAL SIS TER, they would 
certainly find the benefit of it in their 
own 


vin pe P R * F A 0 12 


own improvement. the increaſe of i 


theic parents affection, the attach- 
ment and reſpectfulneſs of their 


younger brothers and fiſters, the 


eſteem of the world, and the dan 5 
of Heaven, 
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PERSONS of the DRAMA. iſ 


Mrs. SUTTON. 


Mr. LOVELESS, 
Mrs, LOVELESS. 
| Miſs LOVELESS. 
Ig BLOMBERG. 
Miſs AMELIA BLOMBERG. 
Mrs. BENFIELD. | 
Doctor BURGESS. 


Nurſe, Servants, 


REFORMATION. 


A DRAMA, 1s THREE ACTS. 


A 


ACT 4 


SCENE, @ Parlour. 


M. 1 Loveleſs and Miſs Sutton fly at. a 7 able 


working. 3 


e 
* 


| 1220 SUTTON. | 
OW fortunate has my life hitherto hos 4 
Maria An invariably kind mother-in-law, 
ſucceeded to the tendereſt of real ones ; and for ſome 
time I have been bleſſed with the conſtant ſociety 
of my moſt efteemed friend, whoſe amiable virtues 
endear her to every heart. 


Bz 2 


— AO VE EE OY 5. A TOTS 3 ET — — 
- — 0 
Ire v — 


2 hs ReronMatION, 


M. Loveress. 

Do not let your partiality over-rate my worth, 
Zabella; when you confider what examples L have 
had before my eyes from my infancy, it is rather 
wonderful that I am not a perfect character, than 
that I ſhould endeavour to be an humble copy of 
their excellencies. | 
. M/s Sur Ton. 

What aſtoniſhes me in your conduct, is, the ſweet- 
neſs with which you bear misfortune and diſappoint- 
ment. I, for my part, have no merit in being con- 
tented and happy, becauſe every circumſtance has 
conduced to make me ſo; but you, on the contrary, 


have known ,/orrow and mortification without com- 


| plainin 4 


Miſs Lover tss. 
If 1 really poſſeſs the fortitude you kindly attri- 
bute to me, my dear friend, I am chiefly indebted 
for it to my honoured mother, who from the dawn 


of reaſon, ſtudied to ſtrengthen my mind to bear 


diſappointments; her kind endeavours were ſe- 
conded by the arguments of my worthy governeſs; 


and at length, ſtrongly confirmed by the conduct 


6 9 and 


A Da Au, in Tunzx Acrs. 3 


and precepts of my good aunt, during the two years 
I lived with her as her adopted daughter. The loſs 
of ſuch dear inſtructors, called into practice the 
leſſons which had been ſo repeatly taught me. 
| Miß SUTTON, 
| But now that you have /z/ all theſe dear connec- 
tions, you are ſtill contented 
MM; 25 LovgLess 
And ſo J ought to be. It is true, I do, and ever 
ſhall regret them ; no time will wear out the remem- 


brance of their perfections, or my gratitude for 
their kindneſs to me. But ought I to repine for bleſ- 
füngs paſt, who have not only the tendereſt of fa- : 
thers, but, in Mrs. Sutton, one of the kindeſt of IF 0 


” friends ? ſhe has taken me as one of her own family, 
| and never ſuffers me to feel any other ill effects 
from the death of my relations, than the loſs of 
I weir ſociety. | | ; 
d 2 Miſs SuTToON. 
* And vet, Maria, you have great ſenſibility; there- 
” fore, the Ready calmneſs of your temper muſt 


have been acquired, and I ſhould ſuppoſe with ſome | 

'7 IN difficulty? e 
B 3 Mife 
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8 The REFORMATION, 


Miſs Loveisss. 
It is true, that by obſerving the 3 inſlruc- 


tions that have been given me, I have been able to 
ſubdue a natural quickneſs in my temper, and 1 


have had many opportunities of remarking the ad- 


vantages of a meek reſigned ſpirit, in compariſon of 
a fretful diſcontented mind; the former In. every 


© evil, nay, often turns them into Sling; whilſt the 


latter doubles every real misfortune, and caſts a - 
' gloom over the moſt cheerful ſcenes in life. . 
Ke Miſs SUTTON, = 

Vou reaſon very juſtly, my dear Maria. I am 


convinced by my own experience, that diſcontent is | 1 
the greateſt of all tormentors. I was for a ſhort time 
a prey to its corroſive bitterneſs; but thanks to the 


| f prudence of my good mother-in-law, I have long 


been free from its pangs, and hope never more to 
endure what cannot be recollected even at this | 
diſtant period without pain ; becauſe the remem- 
brance of what I then felt, 1s inſeparably connected 
with a ſenſe of my own folly, which alone ſubjected 


me to ſuch uncomfortable * 


Mi 


1 


g e 


* 
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N Mi LovEL Ess. 


cumſtance by which I might improve my temper, 
two inſtances in particular made indelible impreſ- 
ſions on my mind. The one was, of a lady who had, 
amongſt ſeveral other fue children, a ſon that was 


en with fits from his birth, which had ſo i im- 


paired his faculties, that he was become an ideot. 
The poor miſerable object wan ſuddenly taken off 
in one of his fits, whilſt we were viſiting at her 
houſe, His mother, inſtead of heing thankful for 
ſo great a mercy, threw herſelf into agonies of ſor 
row, refuſed to be comforted, and uttered ſuch 
ſhocking expreſſions, as I cannot recolle& without 


horror. 


Miſs Surrox. 
She certainly was very blameable; but [ ſappoſe 
the other inſtance was a contraſt to this ' 


N. % LOVELESS, 
Te was indeed. Poor Mrs. Gelding! I think I 


now have you before my eyes ! This amiable woman 
was deprived of the beſt of huſbands by a conſump- 


tion. 


Through the unremitting attention of my dear 


mamma, to point out to my obſervation every cir- 


= 


4H 


2 — —— 9 : 
25 * „rr 
—— 

r 


— 4 


4: 

1 

22 
FT 
4 
, 


. DO GS —— — 


7. 


ES 
8 P 
1 _—_ 

_ —ꝓ— 2 . 


SEED 
"_ 4 


(1 
* 
1% 

i . 


— . , Rr ng PF LEREIEAERe Tag oe — 
x 


6 De REFORMATION, 


tion. Scarcely had ſhe reconciled herſelf to this ſe. 


vere loſs, when her only ſon, a promiſing youth of 
ſixteen, was ſeized with a frenzy fever, which put 
an end to his life in three days. My mother, who f 
was ber neareſt friend, prevailed on her to come to | 
our houſe, in hope of giving her comfort; by 
which mean, I had an opportunity of ſeeing the 
power of patient reſignation, in its full force, This 
excellent woman ſtruggled with her grief; ſhe 1 
| opened her mind to conſolation—never was heard to | Z 
utter one repining word, but actually vercame her | : 
ſorrow ; and rejoiced, that thoſe ſo dear to her were / 
removed to a happier ſtate! When I was deprived of | 
my dear mother, I called to my mind the different 
behaviour of theſe two ladies, and the leſſons which 


had been given me on their examples, and found 


them very uſeful, I aſſure you, Jabella. 
Miſs SuTTON. 


Without witneſſing ſuch inſtances as you mention 


my dear, my mind, which was once likely to be- 
; Come the ſeat of the Furies, has not only been 
' calmed and improved by the inſtructions of my pre- 


ſent dear mamma. hat allo by attention to opinions 


— given 


given in company, concerning people judged to 


poſſeſs violent uncontrouled paſſions, and others 


chriſtians. — But here comes my dear mamma. 
| [ Enter Mrs. Sutton, ] 
Mi; LoveLt 3s, 

You have made a long ſtay at the Pump-room, 
| dear madam; but I affure you, Iſabella and I have 
not riffled | in your abſence. We have been conver- 
ſing on the advantages of patient reſignation to the 
evils incident to mortality. 


Mrs, SUTTON. 


of | 8 | 
It is a fortunate circumſtance that your conver- 

en CS | 3 

ich ſation has brought your minds into a proper ſtate, 

ie 


to hear the news I bring you, which will 2 
you much concern. | 
Miſt LovxlESss. + 

You alarm me greatly, madam! . fear to name 


ion E 
be my father | 
een Mrs. SuTToON. 

He is perfectly well, my dear, I have juft 
pre- | | 
Sa parted with him, His late filence has been occaſioned 
ion 
15 by a Particular * of buſineſs, and frequent j jour- 


nies. 


4 DRAMA, in TunEE Acts. 7 


ho ſubmitted to the decrees of Providence like 
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ing; he rejoiced exceedingly at ſeeing me. Indeed 
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8 De REFORMATION, 


- nies, | To keep you no longer in ſuſpenſe, poor ; 


Miſs Blomberg 1s dying of a conſumption, brought n 
on entirely by habits of difipation ; nor could your D 
father prevail with her to try the Bri/o/ waters, Fu 


until the Full ſeaſon commenced, for ſhe would ſtay : 


in town to go to court on the birth day; and ſince Y 


ſhe came here, has, until within this week, gone 


to every ball. At the laſt ſhe fainted three times.] 2 
Now ſhe is too bad even to walk from her bed to al 


ſofa, but is carried; yet they carefully conceal he 


danger from her; ſuffer her to hear nothing but 
the moſt trifling novels; amuſe her mind with 


planning the moſt becoming dreſſes for a fick per 


ſon, and admit all company that ſhe may not be me 


Amehely: = 
Miſs LoveLess. 


Poor unhappy girl! a very few days may termi- 
nate her preſent exiſtence, Surely folly, at leaſt, | 


ſhould be kept from her, and death be e 
by decencys 


"TERS : 
Mrs. SUTTON. 


I was ſurpriſed at meeting Mr. Lowele/s this mon. 


i 


— 


4 Drama, in Taxer Acrs. 9 


; is fortunate that our yearly ramble, to ſhew you 
different parts of England, brought us at this time 
to the Wells, as it will certainly be productive of 
| comfort to him, and may give us an opportunity of | 
being. ſerviceable to Mrs. Lovelis and Amelia ; as 
for the other poor thing, ſhe is beyond. relief I 


fear. RN 
Miſs LovELESs. 


Should -I not go immediately to my papa's 
lodgings, madam, and wait upon him and the 


ladies ? 


Mrs. SUTTON. —̃ _ 


— 


Certainly, m my dear. But arm your mind with re- : 
ſolution: the interview with Juliana mult | be a 
trying one. Can any fight be more affecting, than 
to behold a young creature, who might long have 
been an ornament to ſociety, falling a victim to 
faſhion and folly ? * [ Mrs, Sutton rings the bell. ] 
Thomas ſhall attend you, as he knows their 
houſe, for I ſent him from the Pump-room with a 
| complimentary medlage, to which they returned for 


FR anlyer, tat they ery. all well, excepting Mig 


Blomberg, 
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40 The REFORMATION, 


Blonberg, and ſhould be glad to ſee us when agree- 
able. But till I. think you ought to go firſt alone; 


for you muſt conſider yourſelf as a child of the 


| family. 

| I LoveLsss [ figbs. * 
I wiſh with all my heart they would regard me 
in that light. 

[Thomas opens rhe oe | 


— 


| Mrs. Surrox. 
yo Attend Miſs Loveleſs. | 
| [M4 Loveleſs goes out attended by Thomas.] 
Miſs SuTrToN. 
How! pity poor Maria Suppoſe Miſs wy 
ous die while ſhe is with her? 


- Mrs. SUTTON. 


Diſtreſſing as ſuch an event would be to a feeling 


mind, I hope the deſire of affording comfort to 

| her ſurviving friends will ſupport her under it. [ 
have no doubt of Maria's Fortitude, ſhe is not one 
of thoſe weak /e// perſons who pay attention to 
s | their own feelings only; theſe ſhe can nobly reſtrain, 
| when the diſtreſs of others requires ſuch an exertion, 


5 
Mi; 
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Mi ifs ger den 
Rich in every virtue yourſelf, my dear mamma, 
you attribute the ſame goodneſs to others ; and in- 


deed, in this inſtance I perfectly agree with you; for 
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make her your very counterpart. 
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Mrs. SUTTON. 


———UUU— —— 


On every occaſion her conduct does honor to her 
inſtructors. But where is Fanny? 
Miß SuTTON. 


She is writing ta Caroline, and givin g her an ac- 
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count of our journey. 
Mrs: 35 Tom. | i 

That is kind, TI have written to your papa and | 
our dear boys. The worthy Mrs. Cartwright will 


be their mother during our abſence ; her living with 


* us gives you theſe excurſions, I could not otherwiſe 
t. 1 leave my younger children. | 
t one | | Miſs Surrton. : 
= 40 You are all goodneſs, madam, and have made us 
train, truly happy family. 
r tion. 

Mi, Vor. II. | i Mrs 
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12 De REroRMATIox, 
Mrs. SurTToON. 

And you have all contributed to my felicity, by 

ſo kindly accepting my endeavours to promote yours. 

But, come my love, by this time the coach waits to 


carry us to C/; ifaen. Let us ſeek your filter. 
[T hey gun out, 


SCENE change to Mr. Loveleſs's Lodgings. 


* 72 lesben lrtiig on a Sofa, Mrs. Benfield 
evaiting on her. | | 


Miſs BL oMARERO, [in a hollow faint voice.] 
How hard this confinement is upon me! How 


provoking, that at eighteen, I muſt be obliged to 


give up pleaſures which court me with inviting 


© ſmiles, becauſe I have a tireſome cough, and cannot 


Walk acroſs the room ! ; 


Mr. Benrield, 
I: am ſorry, madam, to hear you regret the loſs of 
fac pleaſures as a misſortune 3 3 you may live, I hope, 


io enjoy _ than thoſe, 


4 


Mi 
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| Ni BLoMBERG. 
O, it is impoſlible I ſhould ever add to the round 


0 of amuſement I was in before my illneſs. You 
3 know, Benfield, there were not hours for every en- 
I gagement. And now to come to Brifol for the firſt 
time, and be forced by illneſs, to give up going 
to the Rooms ! It 1s the greateſt misfortune that 
ever befel any one. 
| Mrs, BENTIEL SD. | 
It is without doubt a great moriification to you, 
madam, and your llneſ is to be ſure a misfortune ; 
but how many people would ſmile to hear you call 
the loſs of going to the R1oms, by ſuch a name? 
Mi, BLoMBERG. 45 
How can you talk ſo abſurdly? Have I not youth, 
ng | beauty, ricbes, and a mamma who wiſhes me to par- 
not take every amuſement; and am I not prevented by 
a weakneſs which hinders my even ſtanding on my 
feet? Can any thing be more provoking ? [ Burſts 
s of | into tears of peeviſhne/;.] But you have no feeling? 
dope, | Mrs. BENFIEL D. 
Indeed, my dear lady, I have the greateſt com- 
paſſion for you; but muſt confeſs, it is excited 
Mi S 5 by 
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14 The REFORMATION, - 


by your e health, not by your 27 Y amuſe. 
ment. = 18 . 
Mig Wend 


Every body 1 is unfeeling to me. My mamma and 
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ſiſter have no time to ſpsre for me; and if they had, | 
my ſpirits are now ſo low, and I am fo weak, I 
ſhould make them melancholy, All my acquaint- 


ance too forſake me, becauſe [ can no longer con- 


tribute to their amu/ement, and I have not a 


friend in tlie world! 


Mrs. BENFIELD. I 
Yes, you have, and now at Briſtol. Your papa Wl 
has juſt informed me, that Miſs Lovek/s is unex- 


pectedly come to this place with Mrs. Sutton, and 1 


her two eldeſt daughters. They travel, it ſeems, 
every ſummer for pleaſure and improvement. 
Miſs Blowers, 
How can you call her my Friend? A girl none of 
us have ever been fond of Tone whom 1 hate —and 


yet I know not why. 


| Mrs. JOE 
O, madam! I alſo once diſliked! her, but mul 
confeſs, my diſlike aroſe from envy of her _—_— 


goodneſs and accompliſhments, 


= A DrAma, in THREE ACTS, 25 


Mi Brenz EAC. | 
Surely you dream, Benfield. Miſs Lowels % has 
never viſited as ſince you lived with me. How then 


d can you know her ? 
d, [ Enter a Maid.] 
1 Maid. 


Miſs Loo % is in the breakfaſt parlour, madam, 
and 1 begs to be admitted to you. 
Miſs BlomBerG [in great agitation. ] 
I will not ſee her. I cannot ſee her, —I hate her 
company more than that of any one. 
Mrs, BENFLELD, 
| Pray 8 yourſelf, Miſs Blomberg. I will, 
if you pleafe, attend Miſs Lowel: 277, and beg her to 
ems, poſtpone her viſit to you. | 5 
Miſs BLOM REX. 3 
Poſtpene it! She ſhall zever come. I know ſhe 
only wants to triumph: ever me, becauſe her odious 
country l ife has preſerved her in health, while the 
Meaſures of the world have deprived me of mine. [She 
Purſts inte tears and 28 away. 
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1 | 

| M. BENTIILo, | ſupporting ber.] 

10 Poor lady ! Mary run for the Nur/e, we muſt lay 
her cown. | 7 | 
ot [Exit Maid, 


[| | 5 Eater Nurſe.] 
| NursE. 
Ts Miſs Blenherg dead ? 5 E 
D Mr.. Benſield als in laying Miſs Blomberg down, 4 
then ſpeals.] 4 
He ONT : Mrs, BExFIELD- | 
T hope ſhe revives, I mult leave her to your care, N 
Nurſe, as I am wanted below. | ; 
en e Re [Exit Mrs, Benfield, 
Mi BLoMBERS [recovering. ] 1 
Where am I? O, Nurſe, J am very bad. vo 
you think I mall die? 1 
; Nuss. 
Lack-a-day! No, my lady. You are worth 
twenty dead ones, If you will but take your good 
ſtuff, we ſhall ſoon” ſee you again all plittering it 
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gold and jewels, ſweeping your long train behind 
you, going to the Ball-room, where all the fi 


; N | ag .., ; pr * | 
i i! -— gentlemen will crowd about to dance with you. 


* 
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50 BLOMBERG: 
Did you ever ſee any one as ill as me, recover? 
| NuRse. 
| Have I? Aye, twenty, and twenty at the a of 
your time is come 
 Mif BLouvens. 
Do not mention the word Death any more, 
Nurſe; T cannot bear to hear it. I ſhall faint again 
if you ſay that dreadful word. 
| Nuksz. 


field. 4 we old ſkeleton. Lie fill, my good ROE and try 
it you can ſleep. - 
W 6 [The Scene drops.] 


\ 3 
. 


[SC ENE changes to a Parkour, where M. 1790 Love- 
leſs fits by herſelf reading a News-paper, which, 


h BE f | 
—_ upon hearing footſteps," ſhe throws down, then ſpeaks] © 
r goo | / 8 
ing ii oY Miß, Lovzl Ess. 


behin What can all this hurrying mean? Poor Juliana / 
ne fe much I fear her end approaches. By my father's 
u. account of her, there can be no hope; and yet I 


Cy 


that. Never think of Death. You cannot die until 


Well, well, I will not, I will not. Never fear 


— o 
* 


2 
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met her mother and ſiſter as gay as ever. Is i it that 
they deceive themſelves ?- Ori is the faſion to have 1 
no feeling ? But-my father told me her fituation in | 3 
their hearing.— Ah! poor, infatuated mother and AJ 
ſiſter, too ſoon, for your eus pract, will you be con. if 


0 
LT 


vinced of her danger. 5 623 
[Enter Mrs. Benfield, [wweeping.] 
bo Mrs. BeneifLD. - o 
5 


Im ben. madam— *' + - 
2 ' Miſs Lovzx Ess, Charprifed.] J 
Miſs Rawlins / I did not expect the pleaſure of | U 
meeting you here. Are theſe the n n F 
to Mr. Lowelt/s ? 175 ES. > 
I 6. r Mrs BenFiELD. 1 
They are, Miſs Lowtlefs. And grieved am I to 


N . you, that Miſs Blomberg is too ill to ſee you. 
| Mi, Loveiess. 


1 dread to aſk your opinion of her fituation ? 


Mrs. BENTIE ED. | 


1 fear the cannot ſurvive many days, and will dic, WF 
| as ſhe has lived, thoughtleſs of Fanrity. - 
a a i ; - 6 Fo | \ 

] 


Milt 
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M. Loveless. 

Surely, ſomebody ſhould gently lead her mind to 
Think of her ſituation, and, without alarming, ſooth 
A her to reflection. But, my dear ſchool-fellow, how 
1 ind you are in thus leaving the amuſements of this 
9 gay place to attend a dying friend, I did not know 
you were acquainted in the family, 9 
5 Mrs. BENTIELD, [confuſed.] 

T have no claim, believe me, dear Miſs Lovely, 
4 to your good opinion.——Ts. it poſſible” my e 
I iedtes ſhould not have reached your ears ? 

Mi Lovaunnis, tne 


4 Perhaps the ſituation I have been in ſince we 
4 parted, which prevented my making enquiries . 


you, might alſo occaſion your never being men- 


tioned to me. I was ſent for by my aunt ſoon after 
you left ſchool, who, in a very ſhort time, fell 


into a decline; two years put a period to her life. 
During her illneſs, J had but little intercourſe with 
[the world, for I confined myſelf almoſt conſtantly 
to her apartment. Since her death. I have lived 


with Mrs. Sutton, my aunt's intimate friend, As 


long as my worthy governeſs lived, I kept up a 
W with her, and was going to pay her 
a. viſit 


— 


— 
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a viſit, where probably I ſhould have heard of my 
old play-fellow, but Mrs. Groves's ſudden death, 


deprived me of the pleaſure I promiſed elf. in 


the ſociety of ſo ineſtimable a friend. 
Mrs. BENFIELD. 

It weuld be cruel to take up your time in re- 
lating a ſtory which will give you' pain, although 
my unhappineſs is entirely the conſequence of my 
own perverſeneſs. I will not therefore, madam, 
trouble you with the particulars which have reduced 
me to the humiliating condition of int maid to 


two fine ladies. | 5 | 
| Miſs 1 3 - 


And are you really i in that unhappy ſtate ? I am 


impatient to hear your ſtory perhaps it may be 
in my power to mitigate ſome of your woes, at leaſt 


my inclination is good, Proceed therefore, I am all 


attention. 
: Mrs. a 


| How can I ſufficiently thank you, my dear Miſs | 
L aweleſs, for your kind indulgence | to an unhappy 
creature! I cannot give you now the whole hiftory 


of my ſhameful miſconduct, for Texpe& every minute 
to 
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to be called to Miſs Blomberg, I muſt therefore, 


| haſten to tell you, that after treating my dear father 


and his amiable wife, with the utmoſt ingratitude 
and diſreſpect, in return for their unparalleled kind- 
nefs and indulgence, I formed a connection with a 
worthleſs man, of low degree, and conſented to a 
clandeſtine marriage. — An unhappy ſtep which I have 
had cauſe to repent from the firſt moment I was raſh 
enough to take it! I exchanged my dear father's 
houſe for a mean miſerable lodging. And ſoon as 
the wretch, I had married, found he was deceived 
in the information which had been given him, that I 


could claim my mother's jointure on the day of my 


marriage, be began to treat me in the crueleſt manner; 


in conſequence of ſuch inhumanity, I was ſoon ſeized 
with a violent illneſs, in which he abandoned me, and 
I have never ſince heard of him, I happily recovered 
through the tender care of my landlady; 4% and finding 
an abſolute neceſſity for doing ſomething for a live- 


lihood, (for I had not courage to return to my fa- 
ther) I requeſted this good woman to make enqui- 
ries for me ; and by her recommendation, I now 
_ wait upon the Miſs Blombergs, So far from repining 
at 
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at the mortifications I endure, I regard them as: tha bs | 


6 . 8 B 
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juſt puniſhment of my diſobedience. r 
| Mi/+ Loveless. : * 

T am greatly affected with your narrative, It con- 
firms | me in the opinion I have heard my dear mo- 
ther often expreſs, ** that clande efline marriages are 


: generally unhappy ones.” Do not think, that by 


ſaying this, I mean to caſt refle&tions- on you, my 
friend ; it would be cruel to do ſo, as you are ſen 
ſible of your errors, and are ſo great a ſufferer b 

them. - I would not add to your afflictions, but if 

could leflen them, it would give me much ſatis 
faction. Perhaps, with che aſſiſtance of my good 
| Mrs. Sutton, I may be a mean of conciliating mat 


ters between you and your parents, if you will alloy 


me to act as a mediatrix. 


| Mrs. BENTIEID . 
O, my dear Miſs Lovelgſe!“ 1 am unworthy of the 
kind regard you expreſs for me, . Throw not awa 


Jour charity on ſo undeſerving an object. Diſtreſs 


not my dear parents with any ſolicitations in my 
favor. I have offended them beyond forgiveneſs 


and am in a much happier ſituation than after 
hs 15 
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4 wy inexcuſable folly I could ever have expeted | 
t de. . | _ 
. 5575 Lobende 
Well, we will reſume this ſubject at bother op- 
portunity ; in the mean time, aſſure yourſelf of my 
beſt offices. We were talking of Miſs Blomberg's 
inſenſibility of her danger. Is it poſſible that ſhe 
can ſtand thoughtle/s of death on the verge of eternity ? 
What a melancholy picture! What a ſacrifice to 


b ; pleaſure! To pleaſure? It is a prophanation of the 
if MW aword to call 1 it ſo. 


Mrs. BEN TIEL D. Ws | 
Indeed you fas true, madam ; the lives which the 


ladies in this family lead, are too fatiguing for the“ 
lou firongeſt conſtitutions to ſuſtain.— Vet they go on. 
in their career, leſt they ſhould miſs any place of fa- 
ſhionable reſort, that the world ſhould ſuppoſe they 
f the are not at the top of the ton ; and 1 verily believe, 
away that frequently, when a good deal indiſpoſed, they 
fires] ſtifle their complaints, and affect to be in perſect 
a my] health, rather than give up a party, which it is im- 
nels} poſſible for them to enjoy. 5 | 
aftet 1 
mM} Vor. II. D Mifs 


| Miſs Blopberg. Adieu. 
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Mit Lover nss. 

Tt is y good fortune to be ſo far ignorant of the 
manners of the faſhionable world, as to be un able to 
give my judgment on this ſubject from my own ob- 
ſer vation; and I have more cauſe than ever to re- 
joice, that the accidents of my life, have, until 
very lately, kept me in retirement.—But let me not 
detain you any longer from Miſs Blomberg. Should 
ſhe, or any of the family, expreſs a deſire to ſee 
me, do me the fayor of ſending for me, and I 
will attend them immediately. Our lodgings are 
but a few doors off. This card will direct you to 
them. Farewel! May our proſpects brighten ! 

N. BunvieLD. +4 : 

Could my wiſhes avail, no cloud ſhould obſcure 

the bright ſunſhine of your days. O, my dear, my 


| amiable friend, how /itzle do I appear in my own 


eſtimation, when conſcience draws a compariſon 
between your excellencies and my indiſeretion. 

| Miſs LovELESS. 

I bluſh to receive ſuch praiſes. Remember me to 


[Sz goes ou. 
Mr.. 


I 
2 
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Mrs. BzxyierD. „ 

What an amiable creature! Loſt and undone as 1 
am, it is a bleſſing that I can ill admire what is 
right and regret that I have ſwerved from it. But I 
mult attend my miſtreſs. What a word from me 

who was born to command And had I known how 
to reſpe& myſelf, I ſhould never have been reduced 

en ate of ſervitude, © [FD | 
e | [She goes outs 
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Mi 4 Loveleſs and the two Mi 77 Suttons ſuing 
ae. 


[Enter Mrs, Sutton vid 4 Letter in ber Band.] 
Mr. Surrox. 
HERE, my dear Maria, read what I have 
written to Mrs. Rawlins; her goodneſs will 
make her our beſt advocate in behalf of the poor 
penitent; and I hope ſhe will be able to prevail on 
her father to grant her forgiveneſs, 
Miß Lovzl Ess, [reads, —then ſpeals.] 
I think, madam, you have ſaid every thing that 
a feeling mind could dictate; and fincerely do I join 
my wiſhes to yours, that this letter may be ſuc. 
ceſsful, 


auf 


le 


1 


n 


lat 
vin 


40. 


44 
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„ e derer. 
Jam aſtoniſhed, to think it ſhould be in human 
nature, for a young perſon well brought up, to 
at as Miſs Rawlins has done. "pp, 
Mrs. SuTToON. | 
Nor is it in human nature, my dear, to commit 
ſuch enormities, Where the better part of that na- 


ture, Reajon, is ſuffered to prevail. Miſs Rawlins's 


behaviour is a melancholy inſtance, among a thou- 


ſand others that might be produced, of the ill ef- 
fects of indulging headſtrong paſſions, In vain does 
parental authority exert its influence over a mind 
reſolved to reſiſt it; the ear of the felf-willed is 
deaf to the kindeſt admonitions. All that a parent 
can do, 1s to recommend the beſt path; but if the 


child will think her knowledge ſuperior to that of 


her inſtructors, and refuſe to obey the advice of 


experience, ſhe muſt fall, and become miſerable, 
like poor Miſs Rawlins. | 


| Miſs Fanny SuTTONw. 
| ; , 
What a rock have we eſcaped, my dear mamma, 


left, as we were, for a time, to our own guidance, 


or rather to the fatal influence of ſervants. How 


D 3 thank- 


N — 
4 2 
——— —— een — — — — Jn 
A » IT 3 N mo FR — . * an n " 
n OV C 2 rr - or 2» ay 
* . 4 6 ay A 2 ig > het eng dn 6 og * ie . 3 =—_ 
PFF A RS Roe re * — * 


1 b N Ft ge 
r n 8 
„ re 
12 


. 2 
Wa OE, cx . 
* — wo 
n 


28 De REFORMATION, (7 | 


thankful ought we to be, that our minds were not 
ſo entirely depraved, .as to. make us inſenſible of 
your kindneſs, and to prevent our ſeeing the. ad- 


vantages of obeying you ; otherwiſe,. we might have 


involved ourſelves in ſimilar diſtreſſes with _ 
unfortunate young lady. 
Mrs. SUTTON. 0 
It is very true, my dear. But PISTON can Ky 
no mean acquit Miſs Rawlins, yet I muſt ſay, that 
the has an excuſe which you could not have pleaded. 


Her mamma was the very reverſe of yours, and 


lived juſt long enough, to ſtrengthen the weeds 


ſpringing in her child's mind, which was the pro- 
per. buſineſs of maternal care to eradicate, The un- 
fortunate prejudice, which in common with many 
other youug people, Miſs Rawlins took up againſt a 


mother-in-law, prevented her liſtening to the admo- 


nitions of hers, which increaſed her ſtubborneſs to 


ſach a pitch, that nothing but the miſeries ſhe bas 


endured, could have overcome them. 
| Mi/5 Lover Ess. 


How different has been my lot! Had 1 1050 


bleſſed 


ki food 


to 


ed 


bleſſed with fuch a friend i in my father's wiſe, my 
happineſs would have been complete. 
Mrs. SUTTON. | 
Perfect happineſs; my dear girl, is not the lot 
of mortals; the greateſt ſhare of it we can obtain, 
is from a /elf-approving conſcience. Endeavour to do 
your duty in every relation of life, and this bleſſing 


will be yours, from whence will ſpring, as its na- 


tural fruits, peace of mind, and cheerfulneſs of 


temper, Theſe, I am much deceived, if you do 
not all three already enjoy. 
Miſs SuTTON, 

I hope we do in general, mamma. But the 


; dreadful ſtate of Miſs Blomberg, and the misfortunes 


of Miſs Rawlins, have caſt a gloom over our n 
which we find it difficult to remove. ; 
| Mrs. Surrox. | 

By adafitting the tender feelings of humanity for 

the diſtreſſes of others, you act agreeably to the 

principles of benevolence and chriſtianity, But let 


me warn you againſt indulging them to exceſs. Take 


a tender part in the affliction of your fellow erea- 


tures of every degree, —relieve their wants, — give 


them 


\ 


them conſolation to the utmoſt of your power; but; 
at the ſame time, ſupport your own ſpirits, or 
your life will be a burden to you, and your com- 
pany, diſagreeable to your friends; nay, you will 
intapacitate yourſelves for the kind offices you 
engage in, 

{4 Rnock at the door, @ Servant enters, and announces 
Mrs. Loveleſs and Mi/s Amelia Blomberg. The 
ceremony of meeting and fitting down ended, Mrs, 
| Loveleſs feats. ] . 1 | 

Mrs. LoveLss. : 
You cannot imagine what 4% fireſe we are in! 

f Only think of the ſtage omitting to bring our new 

dreſſes for to-night” s ball! and we would rather ſtay 

away than appear in thoſe we have been ſeen ia 

* ifs AMELIA, 

Ir is horridly provoking. 1 wiſh we had ſent one 


before. 


of our own Carriages for them. I ſuppoſe, madam, 
| [adareffing her/elf to Mrs, Sutton, ] that you and theſe 
young ladies will be there, and that adds to the 


3 diſappointment, 


Nr:. 


Py 
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; Mrs, SUTTON. b 
I intended, when I came to Briſtol, to give my 
dear girls a taſte of all the entertainments the place 


| affords ; and we had determined to go to the ball this 


evening; but Miſs Lowels ſs was fo exceedingly af. 
ſected with hearing of Miſs Blomberg? s ſituation, that 
Jam fure ſhe will decline going, and I know my 


danghters would on no account leave her by 


herſelf. 
Mrs. LoveLlzss, [confuſed.] 

I ſee no reaſon that Miſs Lowele/s ſhould deny her- 
ſelf thoſe pleaſures her age entitles her to, Beſides, 
Miſs Blomberg will ſoon be better; ſhe is only 
dea, and I make no donbt but that ſhe will ina 
ſhort time be reſtored to perfect health. 5 

Miſs LovELEss. 

Surely, madam, ſome ile muſt have brought 
on that exce//ive aveakucfe 3 and until the cache is 
remo oved, how can ſhe poſſibly recover her Prength 2 

Miſs Au ELIA. 

La, Maria“ You are fo fanciful? Juliana bas 
only over racketted her/elf. Perhaps you will fay, 
| that 
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| that I am ill, when I tell you, that I fazmed away of 
rauice this morning. To MY E. 
Mi, Fanny sur ron. N In 
Tndeed! I wonder how yo have ſtrength or cou · i to 
rage even to walk about after it, much leſs to talk 
of going to a ball. | 
| Miſs Loverzss. $a fo 
| Whether you chuſe to call me fanciful or not, my 
dear Miſs Amelia, | am exceedingly concerned, nay 
alarmed, at hearing you ſay ſo; eſpecially, when 
you really appear to me confiderably "thinner than 


when I ſaw you laſt; but yer, the bloom in your cheeks 
gives me hopes that my fears are groundleſs, | pr 
_” 7; AMELIA. ” . ot 

And do you think I would go /about in poblie ſei 
with pale cheeks, when faſhion authoriſes me to ſup- 
ply the want of zatural reſes with artificial ones { 1 
am not aſhamed to ſay that I 2 rouge; and you put 


muſt have very unfaſhionable eyes, not to have ſee 

diſcerned it at the firſt glance, for I took no pains | 

in laying it on, to imitate vulgar nature, I aſſure | 

you. I adore the lady who firſt ventured to N 
O 


appear in public with painted cheeks, in defiance 
| 5 ; of 


ce 
of 
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of the prejadice which ſo long prevailed in the | 
Ergliſb nation againſt it; and ſhould even wiſh, 


like Narciſa mentioned by Mr. Pope in his Eſſays, 
to be painted in my coffin. 
Mrs. SuTTON. 


You muſt excuſe their ignorance, Miſs Amelia, 


for you know the Miſs Suttont and Miſs Loveleſs alſo 


have been introduced into the world by an old fa- 


firmed woman, in whoſe mind the prejudice you 


ridicule is ſo ſtrongly rooted, that no arguments 
can poſſibly eradicate it ; and you muſt excuſe my 
ſaying, that it ſhall be my earneſt endeavour to 


prevent every young perſon, over whom I have any 


influence, from adopting a cuſtom, which ſober. 


ſenſe and reaſon muſt condemn. 


Mrs. LoveELEss. 


Then you mult not take the young ladies into 


public, for there is abſolutely no ſuch thing as being 
ſeen without rouge. - 
— Miſs AMELIA. 


What would you fay, Mrs. Sutton, if you were 


to ſee Juliana then ? She is frequently obliged to lie 
down. which rubs the rouge off, and as ſoon as ſhe 


riſes, 
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Hiri enough for me. Inſtead of diverting my ſiſter, 
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ET, pw 


riſes, is impatient to have it repaired. Poor thing! 
I wiſh ſhe was well enough to do it herſelf, for our 


' maid is poſlitively the aukwardeſt creature at it in 


the world. She declares ſhe never /aw ſuch a thing 
before. I wonder what brutes ſhe has lived with! 
3 Miſs LovELEss. 

Her youth is ſome excuſe for her i ignorance. She 
appears to be very young. 


— 


Miß AMELIA. 7 
A demure little puſs ! She has not. half life ant 


ſhe has always tears in her eyes. I declare, were ſhell | 


my maid only I would ſoon ſend her away. 


Miſs LoveLess. £ 
Perhaps ſome private ſorrow of her own may op- 
preſs her heart. She looks genteel and well-bred. 


\ 
Bat if her ſenſibility ariſes from, her concern farſ | 
Miſs Blomberg, I honor and eſteem her for it. / 


| Mrs, LoveLess. 
If I find out that ſhe is unbappy, I ſhall deſire 


Juliana to let me provide another ſervant for her, b 


I would have nothing melancholy come near her. 


Mr. 


%S 
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35 


* 


Mrs, Surron, 
It is certainly proper to endeavour to keep up the 
ſpirits of fick people; but a7rth, is in my opinion, 
full as impertinent as forrow in the countenance and 
behaviour of their attendants, Have you advice 
for Miſs Blomberg, madam ? 
Mrs, LovzL Ess. 
| '09 yes, Dr. Burgeſs attends her every day, He 
ſeems to think her exceedingly ill, but it is the way 
with thoſe ſort of people, to pretend their patients 


may appear the greater, —Will not you come and 
ſee her, ladies, during her confinement ? 
e Miſs Surrox. 

Moſt willingly, madam. Bat as Miſs Lowele/5 


was not admitted, we could not hope to be received, 


ſo intended to defer paying our compliments, until 
foe had been ſent for. 
| | Mrs, LovzT Ess. 

Well then, if you are determined not to grace the 
ball this evening, will you drink your tea with 


* | her? Amelia and I are engaged in a un party; 


you muſt excuſe xs, 


Mr: Vor. II. oO Mrs. 


* 
ane. 
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are very bad, that their own {kill in curing them 
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Mrs. surron. 

Certainly, madam, 
Mrs. LoveLEss. | 
We muſt now wiſh oo. a good . Come, 
Anelia. | 
[T7 hey go out, 
Miſs LoveLEess, [burſts into tears] 


Tt is too much; I cannot ſee them running thus 


blindly to miſery, without the deepeſt concern, yet 


dare not t ſpeak my thoughts. 
Mrs. SUTTON. 
Comfort ee my dear, and be thankful chat 


you had friends to ſnatch you from. ſo perilous a | 


| flats. 7 
Mil LoveLEss. 


I meant, what I ſaid about Miſs Rawlins, as 2 


prelude to her ſtory ; ; but finding Mrs. Loweleſs and 
Amelia ſo inhuman to her feelings, as a * I 
know not how to proceed, | 


Mr. SUTTON. 


We will concert our meaſures 2s ſoon as we have 


ſuffictent grounds to go upon, [A loud knock at the 


door. 


[ Enter 


ti 


it 


1d 


ve 


the 
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[Enter Mr. Leven > greatly agitated ] 


Mr. LovzlEss. 


Fly, I beſeech you, my dear Mrs. Sutton, to my 


| wretched wife and her daughter ! Juliana is now, 


I fear, actually dying. 
Mi Loveress. 
Let us go this inſtant, my dear madam. 
Mrs. SUTTON. 
We will attend you, ſir. 


[Mr. Loveleſs goes out with Mrs. Sutton and Mr; 7% 
Loveleſs.] 
Mi Sur rox. 
I wonder how Mrs. Zovele/s will bear this dread- 
ful event, for which her mind was ſo unprepared. 
_ Mi Faxny SUTTON. 
I ſhould think it would break her heart, What a 
trying ſcene will mamma and poor Maria have! 
| | | Miſs Sur rox. g 
I do not know two people better qualified for ſuch 
ſcenes than they are, Capable of deriving inſtruc- 5 
tion themſelves from the faults of others, and of 


mitigating ſorrow with tender ſympathy, accom- 


panied with a conſtant preſence of mind; for want 


Ss of 
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of which, many people increaſe the diftreſſes they 
attempt to ſoothe, | 
Mi Fanny, 

T have not yet attained this happy preſence of 
mind, I am all agitation, and could not have courage 
to go to Mr. Loveleſs now on any account. | | 

Miſs SUTTON. 

I could wiſh to avoid it; but if occaſion \ required, 
would ſummon up all my fortitude ; for it certainly 
is very wrong to run away from our friends in af 

fiction. Suppoſe, my dear, as you are ſo _ 
we take a turn in the garden ? 
| Miß, Fanny. 
With all my heart. For I _ feel myſelf quite 
uncomfortable. a the air will be of ſervice 
to me. - 


[T hey go out. 


y 


45 


Y 


% 


| 
| 


SCENE changer to Mr. Loveleſs's Houſe. 


Me. Loveleſs weeding, Mi7 Amelia Blomberg 


fitting by her 


[ Enter NM Loveleſs, endeaveuring to ſuppreſi her tears; 
but on ber attempting to ſpeak, is unable to refraia 
them.] | 
Mrs. Lovzrzss. 
Why do you weep? Why lament? You are in- 
aocent. You have not killed a child! 
Miſs AMEBLIA. 
. Pray, meme, do not talk fo, oY ſiſter may yet 
recover, 
| Mrs. Lovetess. 
O, name not fach an impoſſibility ! Theſe 


eyes beheld her in the laſt agonies.—Theſe ears 


heard her dying groans. The look ſhe caſt on 
me, ſeemed to accuſe me as the author of all her 
miſery. What cauſe has ſhe now to with that ſhe 
had been born to poverty, that ſhe might have been 


bleſſed with health ? 


Miſe Amtiia. 


I wiſh you had not gone into the room. 
E 3 Mis 


— 
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Miſs Loveless. 
Surely, my dear, it was natural and, proper for a 
mother to attend her dying child. 
Mijs AMELIA. 
I know it was ; but cannot bear to ſee my mother 


j 


fo affected. It will be misfortune enough to loſe 
my ſiſter ſo unexpectedly. | 


Mrs. LovELEsS. © 


Not wnexpeZedly to any, but to thoſe as wilfully f 
blind as I was. Had I but believed, what even 
my common acquaintance told me, I might have 
been prepared for this (dreadful firoke, Had I 


liſtened to the admonitions of my huſband, who ſaw 
the danger I expoſed my dear child to, by ſuffering 
her to truſt a conſtitution, naturally delicate, to 
night air, and exceſſſor fati gue, ſhe might now long 
live in health and peace, inſtead of—O Heaven ! 


do 1 not hear her groans? 


| [She gets up and walks about the room in violent agi- 


tation, wringing her hands. Miſs Loveleſs * | 


bows „ and leads her to her Ju. is 


Mk 


cut 
dif 
hay 


lie 


bs hd 


3% Loveunss:/ 5 9 80 * 
Compoſe yourſelf, dear madam, for our ſakes.” 


you will but accept me as fuch. 
Mrs. LovzLESs. 

Talk not of comfort, it can never reach a wretch 
like me. Bewildered in a labyrinth of folly ! Wan- 
dering in darkneſs, my eyes could only be opened 
by a ſtroke like this. Fate has taken its revenge 
upon me, and made me the moſt miſerable creature 
exiſting! Che, 5 
Miſs Lover ess. ; 
Look round in the world, madam, and weigh 


your ſorrows againſt thoſe which fall to the ſhare of 


many, and they will appear light i in the ſeale 3 con- 


fder alſo your remaining bleſſings. 
| Mrs. Loveless, [after a long pauſe.] 
I am ſenſible that I am bleſſed with many cir- 


cumſtances capable of alleviating forrow, had I a 


different mind. But can I reflect on the ill ofe 1 


have made of riches, without horror? Have I re- 


lieved the wants of others? Alas, no. The widow, 


and the fatherleſs, have been ſent from my door 


u are - 
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Be calm.— Recollect, that if Juliana ſhould die, 
you have ſtill a daughter left. Nay, e if 
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wnreleived, nay undes. M y own life has been 4 
conſtant ſcene of diflipation. My children too 
One already gone. —The other! [looking at Amelia 
with anxiety.] ©! Ame/ia, take care of yourſelf, 
thoſe faintings are indications of a declining conſti- 
tution. Let me not 4 you alſo Can I think of 
theſe things, Miſs Lovelefi, and receive comfort ? 
. if LoveLEss. 

- Whoever ſincerely repents of their igen 
my dear madam, may with confidence hope for par- 
don. It would be preſumptuous in me to ſay, that 
you have not been guilty of a great offence in the 
eyes of the Supreme Being. And I, would not be 
ſo inſincere and wicked, as to flatter you into fur- 
ther errors, at a time, when , uch proper convictions 
fill your mind, as will, I truſt, effect that change, 
which muſt end in peace and happineſs. Cheriſh 
and improve theſe convictions, and you will have 


no cauſe to deſpair. 

| Mr. Loveltss. 

You too, my dear Maria, how cruelly have I 

| uſed you. Jealous of your worth, 1 baniſhed you 

from your father's houſe, nay, eee to era - 
dicate 
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dicate you from his heart ; but in that, I now with 


thankfulneſs reflect, I was unſucceſsful. Go then 


from ſuch a monſter, I am undeſerving of your 
ſweet attention. | 
N. if Lovers. 


No, my dear mamma, [ will not abandon you in 


this hour of your diſtreſs. It ſhall be my darling 


taſk to ſoothe your ſorrows, by every inſtance of 


dutiful attention; and if I prove ſo happy as to 


calm your troubled mind and gain your affections, 


ſhall think myſelf awply repaid for all your ne- 
gle, 


Mrs. LovelEss. 
Come to my arms, my dear, my amiable child, 
De embraces her.] Amelia, receive your filter, 
Mis AMELIA. [embracing Miſs Loveleſs. ] 
And can you forgive me too, Maria! I bluſh to 
call you fer. 
Miſs LoveLsss. 
1 happy moment, when I may be allowed to 
uſe, and appropriate to myſelf that deſirable ap- 


pellation! My dear A accept my ſincereſt aſ- 
| {urances, 
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furmces of tender friendſhip, and unremitting af. 
feQion, 


1 K 
' 4 


Mrs. Lover Ess. 
in the midft of thoſe ſorrows which NE my 


heart, this reconciliation gives me inexpreſſible com- 


ſort. Where is your father, my dear? I fear, he 


muſt in his heart deſpiſe me ; yet, with what pa- 


tience has he ſubmitted to my caprices. * long, 


yu dread to ſee him. | _ 
. Mi LoveLess, 
| 1 fancy he is below with Mrs. Sutton, 
| Mis AukxLIA A, [#ur fling into tears. ] | 
©, my dear Juliana, would that r could live to 


partake of our pleaſure, which would then be free 


From the bitter mixture of grief for your loſs. 


Now you are gone, as [I fear you muſt by this time 


4 | be, I feel my love for you ſtronger than it was poſ- 
| ible for me 10 do, while engaged in a conſtant 
round of amuſements, which left no time for the you 
cultivation of ſocial affections. 

| Mrs. LOVELESS. 


y OY my dear child, do not rend my heart . 


with your Lamentations, | Den how mo ſor- in 


1 8 ; row 
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row adds to my aflictions. Follow, henceforth, | 
dear Maria's example. Your mother has confeſſed 
her faults before you; let her example warn you 
from a youth of folly. Incur not the painful re- 
morſe for miſpent time, which now drives me 
almoſt to diſtraction. | 

92 . 

Penetrated with grief, and a variety of feelings, 
which I never experienced before, I cannot recover 
myſelf at once ; but if I may but have the ad- 
vantage of Maria's example, will endeavour to imi- 
tate her virtues, Take me under your guidance my 
dear fiſter, and teack me the happy art of being 
amiable and beloved. : 
_ Mi Lovs1 8. | 7 

I you reſolve, my dear, to devote ſome of thoſe 
hours to the improvement of your mind, which 
„you have been accuſtomed to ſpend in mere amuſe- | 
ment every deſirable end may.be attained. 

1 Miſs Amelia. 

That I muſt ſeriouſly do, for I ſee my late folly 
in the ſtrongeſt light, | 
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Mrs, Loveress. 
Much as I now wiſh for this dear girl's company, 
I feel too great a regard for her to preſs it. How 
tan I aſk her to ſhare our forrows, fince I have 


Tefuſed to make her the companion of © our plea« 
Lures? 7 


. LoveLess. 


You will forgive me, dear madam, if I fay, that 


L regret not the loſs of thoſe pleaſures.- T have had 
greater than any the gay world can afford i in a 
calm retirement, with friends I eſteem, and by whom 
1 am, I flatter myſelf, equally beloved. Yet theſe 
pleaſures I am ready to relinquiſh for Jour Jake 
I will, with the utmoſt readineſs, live with vou, as 


long as aſſiduous duty can render my compan 


agreeable, If you find me troubleſome, I wil 
* ſeek another abode. 


5 A Mi AMELIA. 
That you can never be, You will afliſt me inf 
comforting my dear mamma. Let- us new endea 


vour to make her take ſome refreſhment ; dinner 


- "muſt be nearly ready. 


e in] 


dea 
nner 


Mi 
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Mrs. Lost Ess. 
At leaſt till I know whether my dear child's ſuf- 
ferings are at anend, I cannot eat, 
: ' Mii LoveLtss, 
If it is only a cruſt of bread, and a glaſs of wine. 
Mrs. LoveLlgss. 
Indeed. [cannot—but [ beg that you two will go. 


| Mi LoveLess. 
Indeed, my dear Madam, we cannot leave you 


thus: permit us to attend you to your chamber; 
and let me proves on you to lie down and endeavour 


to compoſe your ſpirits, and prepare yourſelf for 


the worſt. 


Mrs. LoveLEss. | ' 1 Fo 


Do with me as you pleaſe ; convinced that I am 
unfit to guide myſelf, I now wiſh to be led by thoſe 


who know better, and will take that trouble upon 
them, —But where is Mrs. Sutton? 


Miſs LovEL ESS. 
Engaged in ſome neceſſary attention, depend on 
it, —Whilſt Miſs Amelia waits on you, I will, with 
your permiſſion, ſeek. for Mrs, Salton, and enquire 


after poor *. 


Vor. II. F Mrs, 
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berg may recover? 
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4 


| Mrs, LoveLEss.. 
a. ſo, my love; and now, my dear tic? hs 
us retire, and endeavour: to reconcile our minds to 
the misfortune which has brought us into this ſtate 


of humiliation. O ! what a weak creature 1 J, that 
J cannot have reſolution to perform the laſt offices 


of maternal affection ! | 18 
| [They go our, 


8 C EN E changes to a Dreſfing-Room. \ 


Mrs, Sutton and Dr. Burgeſs. 
[444 „ 


ke 


Mrs. Surron. a 


And you e think, Doctor, that Miſs _ 


1 


b, Bunce, | 

With great care, madam, I think ſhe may. The 
convulſions, which ſo alarmed you, were critical, 
Now that the abſceſs: on her lungs is broken, I do 


not apprehend ſhe will have a return of them, And 


I ſhould hope. ſhe will have no more faintings ; + gb 


1 intreat that the. may be kept very fill for a few 


oÞ 3+ 1's BY. 75 days; 


days, and then, perhaps, ſhe may drink the waters 
with ſucceſs for x little while? after which, if ſhe 
mends according to my expectations, I ſhall conſign 
her to country air, a retired. life, and butter milk; 
I muſt now take leave, I having many pa- 


tients to viſit. 
. | [Exit Doctor. 
Mrs, SUTTON: ol 
What a providential event! I woah: I ſee none 
of the OR” O! here comes Maria. 
[Eiter Miſs Loveleſs.] 
| Mes. SUTTON | 
Where dove you been, my love, and what is be- 
come of Mrs. Lovwele/5 and Amelia ? 
Misa Lovzr z Te 
O! my dear madam, I have been engaged in a 
moſt affecting ſcene, and long to tell you the happy 
effects of my endeavours to comfort them. You will 
be ſurprized and rejoiced to hear of the change in 
their ſentiments,. and of their perfect reconciliation 
tion to me. Mrs. Lowele/5 is gone to lie down, and 
Amelia to ſit by her.— l ſappoſe, by ſeeing you here 
by yourſelf, that poor Juliana has breathed her laſt, 


F 2 : | Mrs. 
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50 - The REFORMATION, 


Mrs, Sutton. 
Tudor ſhe has not.— A happy crifis has taken 
Place; ; and Dr. Burgeſs, who is this inſtant gone, 
and for whom, indeed, I have been 2 gives 


great hopes of her recovery. 


Mi. nN 
You aſtoniſh and delight me! O! let me fly to 


impart this welcome news to the — mother 
and ſiſter. 


| Mrs. Sur rox. 
No, my dear, let me do that. Perhaps Mrs. 


Loveleſs may get a little repoſe ; after which ſhe will 


de better able to bear this unexpected happineſs.— 
I left Juliana in a fine ſleep; let us ſit down here till 
ſome one comes out of her room. 


Ester Mrs. I 


. Mrs, BENTIELD. 


Miſs Blomberg is juſt awaked, madam, but ſeems | 


in great agitation of mind: I beg you will come to 


ber. She has juſt aſked for Miſs Loveleſs. r 


4 Dzaua, in Turxte Acrs. 31 


| Met. SuTTON. © 
Come with me then, Maria; you may enter un- 


4 


occaſion requires. 


2 5 | . | . [They 20 cat. 
SCE N E ao to Mi ifs Blomberg Bed. Chamber. 


Miſt Blomberg in bed. Mif Loveleſs enters and ſits 
' down on one fide concealed by the curtains; Mrs. 


attending. 


Miſe nn : 

01 my dear Mrs. Sutton, what an eſeape have I 
had. I thought I was dying, and am ſure I was in 
danger of it, How could my friends tell me that 
there was none? Perhaps I am only revived for a 
lictle while. O! what will become of me in ano- 


thor Mer 5 ook Cn 62 2 


Mrs. SUTTGN. AK 
I have the pleaſure to tell you, my dear, that 
there- are well grounded hopes of . your recovery. 
would not deceive you on any account: nor do-L[ 
wich to take your choughts off from a ſuture fate. 
Reſolve to imprors the mercy granted you, to for- 
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perceived, as the curtains are drawn, and act as 


Sutton goes to the other. Mrs, Benfield and Nur/e 
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The REFORMATION, | 


8 


ſake a life of difipation, and devote ſome of your 


time to the practice of piety and morality, and you 
may be ſure that you will be happy both in this 
world and the next, —But, my dear, you muſt not 


talk too much, the Doctor has 1 poſitive orders 
hat you ſhould not. 
Mi Brounens. © 
Well, I will zot.—But will you pray for me 

Alas! I know not how to pray for myſelf. O! that 
= #1 had lived ſuch a life as Maria has. Dear Maria! 
whom my conſcience reproaches me for having re- 
"fuſed to ſee this mortiing. If ſhe is in the houſe | 
-mult ſpeak to her; I can have no ae till I do.— 
. I ſhould die ? * 
| ; Mrs. surren. | 
dl © GS the room; but you poſitively muſt 


I 


not talk to N my love, come to your 
5 | DES 
l 5: , Loves, 
1 will only ſtay to give you this kit of affection, 
and to aſſure my dear Juliana, that as ſoon as her 


Rrength will admit of her having her friends about 


6 8 29 - q : N ; her 


4 Dau, in Tuxze Aerts, 53 


1 ſhe will find me ohe of the firſt to attend her,— 
"oe * 5 


Wd | {She goes out. 
4 ene Wo Mis EE 
' Kind creature! 1 hope I ſhall live to deſerve your 
love.— Are mamma and Amelia gone out on ſome 
party ? O! that they ſaw amuſements in the light 
which the proſpect of death has made me regard 
them ! 
: Mrs. Surrox. 


they are now mingling their tears for the ſuppoſed 


them of your amendment, and do not chooſe to 
. truſt the news to a ſervant. But why will you ſtill 

ui exert yourſelf, and oblige me to talk to you? 

ur ET. Mi/s BuomBERG. 

Talking will not hurt me half ſo much as my own 
thoughts would have done, had I not given them 
n, vent. —Where is poor Benßeld? I muſt ſpeak to 
jr her. [Mrs. Benfield approaches. ] I have uſed you 
ut very unkindly, Benfield ; but if 1 live, I will make 


er you amends.— Benfeld, can you waſh the rouge of 


ay 


n —— 
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Indeed, my dear, they are mr; on the contrary, | 


loſs of you; for I have had no opportunity of telling - 
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The RzFoR MATION, ” » 


* 
my cheeks, Poor vain wretch that I was, how 
could I think of wearing it, at ſuch a time eſpe- 
cially ? Be ſure you throw away every duſt of it, and 
tell Amelia, that if ever ſhe ſhould come to be as ill q 
as I have been, ſhe will repent the uſe of it, as Ido. 8 
Take all the novels out of the room, and bring me 
a bible and a pray er-book.—Say you ao me, 
Begſelie . 1 nv | 
| Afri. Bane xD. 


= 
— 


If the fear of injuring you did not reſtrain me, 
my dear madam, I would give you repeated aſſurances 
that I have felt more grief for your ſufferings than 
reſentment for any unguarded expreſſion which pain 
may have cauſed you to utter. Compoſe yourſelf, 
I entreat you. 

Nuss. 1104 5 
| TY you a ma lie fill, madam. Why, if the 
doctor was to come in the midſt of this fabulation, 

the firſt thing he would do would be to fling me 
down ſtairs, Come, it is time to take your ſtuff, 
and then [ ſhall ſhut all the en for you aug? 


80 to ſle ep. 


Ars, 


Mrs. Svrrox. 

You are quite in the right, nurſe. Miſs Lovelęſi 
and I will zetize, and I think if Mrs. Benfield en- 
deavours to get a little reſt too, it will be as well. 
So adieu! my love, . 


[They go cut, and the Scene ſhuts. 
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III. 


SCENE, the ben Rene. 


5 | : 5 

{Mrs, Sutton, and MD. and Mi/+ Loveleſs, fiing 

waiting for Mrs. Leveleſs and Mis Amelia, who 
enter from the Bed- Chamber. ] | 


1. Fi 


Mr. | Lovauees. 
OW are you, my dear, Mrs. Lovelefi ? I 
fought for you before, but you were juſt re- 

tired, and I was fearful of diſturbiug you. 

Ale. Loverzss, [burſts into tears. 
O] Mr. Lo veleſt ! how contemptible muſt I have 
| appeared in your eyes ! but believe me, you cannot 
have a meaner opinion a me, than I have of myſelf ? 

O! pity my weakneſs, and aid me by thoſe inſtruc- 

- tions, which I muſt confeſs, you were . ready to 

give 


your 


T8 me, though. I diſdained to receive them : aid 


me, I fay, to be what you would wiſh me! * 
Mr. LouIIEE 66. 
Ceaſe, my dear love, thus to diſtreſs me with your 


Maria, who I am confident will love you and delight 


to render you any ſervices. By adopting her, as I 


underſtand you have done, you have obliterated 
from my memory every diſpleaſing circumſtance. 
Mrs. Loveiess, [addriffing Mrs. Sutton.] 
There is a queſtion which I wiſh, yet dread to aſk: 
O!'my dear Mrs. Sarton!“ my dear Maria did not 


Juliana accuſe me with her n breath? When 


did ſhe expire * . e 4 

Mrs. Sv TTON. Se f b 

Compoſe yourſelf, my dear madam; I can aſſure 

you that Miſs Blomberg caſt no reproaches upon you. 

Perhaps we have better news for * than you _ 
your child is not dead. a 


Ars. 


A Dau, in Tunger Acrs. * 


ſelf reproaches! I come to comfort you, not ——— ; 
you: here is our good friend Mrs. Salton too, Who 
always diffuſes happineſs in every family which ſhe 
honors with her intimacy : and here is my good 
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58 de RErok MATION, . 
Mrs. Lovzizss. 
Not dead may I truſt my ears ? did you fa tha 
Juliana is not yet dead? . 
Mrs. fr wan 5 wort od 2 
She really is not, madam, | 
Miſs Love LESS» 
And does ſhe ſtill lie in thoſe dreadful agonies, « " 
which I ſhall never loſe the idea, O! that thei ? 
was releaſed! that the worſt was over! The a 


that may perhaps begin when her bodily ſuffering ® 
cKeaſe. Mr. Lovel: /5, I have conductad my child t 
the edge of a precipice from whence ſhe may plung' 
into a bottomleſs abyſs. | Ol that I had prepared het 

| for a future ſtate! I cannot ſupport the thought - *! 

of what ſhe may ſuffer 20 all ezernity through my in 
excuſable folly. O! that her life could be /pared: 


with what aſſid uĩty would I ftrive to repair the inju 
have done her! 
, Mr. Loytiess. | 
The opportunity you wiſl for is likely to be grant P 
ed pon, my dear; there has, I find, been a happy] 4 
crifis „and Juliana is very likely to recover. NM 
1 1 | ES. e Mril . 
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Mrs. Love LESS, £ | 
0 q do not give me falſe hopes, Mr. Lavelęſ, they 


will only aggravate 1 diſtreſs, I ſaw her actually 5 


ay? nge 


Mr. SUTTON. | 


-A thought the ſame when I went to hos immedi- : 
ately after you left the room ; but during her con- 


yulfive ſtruggles, an abſceſs burſt within her. I ſent 
| immediately for Dr. Bug. 8 who giyes as gow 
hopes indeed. 
| Miſs AMELIA. | 

O Maria: 4 could I ever haveexpefted this happy 
turn in her diſorder ? Shall I ſee my dear Juliana 
again? is 
| Mis Lovzugss. 


I have already had that pleaſure; and think ſhe 


is. much + 


Ars. LoveLess. 


How ſhall I expreſs my. thankfulneſs for ſo unex- 


pected a bleſüng! ? It ſhall be the ſtudy of my future 
life to deſerve it. I am impatient-to ſee my Juliana! | 
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Mrs. SuTTON. 


That you muſt on no account attempt till to- 


morrow at ſooneſt, Her life depends on the ſtricteſt 
quietneſs. Now you know of the happy change, I 
hope, my dear madam, that you and Miſs Amelia 
will uſe your utmoſt efforts to calm your ſpirits, thar 


your interview with Miſs Blomberg may not be pro- 


ductive of violent emotions in either party. 
Mrs, Loveuess. - 
F avor me with your company then, wadam, and 
Iwill ſtrive to bring myſelf into chat temper of mand 
von with me to poſſeſs. ris 1 
" Mo, Mei. Svrron, 1 8 5 e ee 
1 louie moſt 1 comply with your obliging 
invitation, but that I have juſt received a meſſage 


from 1fabells, informing me, that à lady is waiting 


for me at home upon very particular buſineſs -T 


would not go till I had ſeen you, being impatient 
to communicate the happy intelligence, Which I 
mould not have deferred ſo long, but chat 1 knew 
not what hopes to form- till the doctor had been 
here; and afterwards Miſs Blomberg herſelf detained 
me: . on our quitting her, Maria and [ 
my 5 „ e ferred 


n 


J 
y 


* 


12 


ca 
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ſeated ourſelves in-this room as guards to prevent the 
entrance of any domeſtic who might, by telling you 
ſuddenly, have occaſioned” an agitation which would 
perhaps have been Gy to your healghs- 1 muſt 


now take my leave. 


* 


M.. Lovel 885. | 

A thouſand thanks to you, my dear aan for 
your friendly offices. We an "Th you again ſoon, 
A hope # 


Mer. ö 

I 1 to wait on vou when my com- 

pany leave me. Maria, I truſt your friend's cauſe in 

your hands. © [She goes bat. 
is bas 45 9555 „ Ming," Lov zl Ess. 5 


Are we to receive directions from you; Marie, re- 


ſpefiing the management of Juliana 5 
© Mis Lovelsss. 


No, my gear madam ; ' Mrs. Benfield has ante 


Inftrudtions ; and both ſhe and nurſe are ſo careful 


that you may ſafely depend on them. It was the 
| cad of another friend which Mrs. Sutton recom- 
| mended to my care. A very dire d friend, who is 
at this time under your roof. 
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512 Nie Raronmation, 


, Are. Sur rom. 


A friend of yours in diſtreſs, my love? Then 


haſten to offer her all the relief and aſliſtance which 


- & is in our power to give her: but who can ſhe be? 


Miſs AMELIA. 


It ſtrikes my mind, that it muſt be Mrs. Benfelt; 


She has the appearance of a perſon genteely edu- 
cated ; and forrow is arongly impreſſed on her fea- 
tures. I can now recolle& with pity the looks of 
anguiſh which I have formerly contemued: 

Miß LoveLess, - 

Von are perfectly right in your ſurmiſes. Mes. 
Benfield is the perfon I mean. She was once my 
lool fellow; and little did I expect to meet her here 
zin a ſtate of /erwizude. I cannot enter into every 
circumſtance of her ſtory, it will be fufficient to en- 
gage your compaſſion, if I tell you, that whatever 
Follies ſhe may have been guilty of, ſhe has, Lam 
convinced, moſt ſincerely repented of them. Her 
diſtreſs is occaſioned by an imprudent marriage. 


Ars. LoveL Ess. 


At would ill become ns to reproach ako who 


have ſo much cauſe for f accu/ation ; aſſure Mrs. 


Benfield, 


us in what way we can be ſerviceable to her? 


EY Your knowing Mr. Rawlins is a very happy cir- 


LAY * oh; * 0 
LARA 
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| Benfold, there fore, of our comwiſeration, and tell 


Mr. Lovers “. 


I have often thought her face was no ſtranger to 
me, and me ſeemed to ſhun my obſervation. Where 


can J have ſeen her? 
Mi/s Love Ess. | 
At Mrs, Growers, my dear fir, Do you recoſlect 


* 


Miſs Rawlins: Wm | 1 Op 
Mr, Lovers. 

"'Tthink Ido; and if her father lives at Southampton, 
I know him well, he was my fellow collegian: I 


have been at his houſe ſince he married the prefent 


lady; but his daughter was not then at home ; at 


* F ſaw her not. 
Mijs testete 


cumſtance; for you may perhaps be able to lend 


aſſiſtance in the plan Mrs. Sutton has formed for 


bringing about a reconcitiation with his daughter. 


by * 
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of your company at her houſe immediately. 


will be with you again, as ſoon as poſſble. 
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| [Enter @ Footmasn,] | 
Mrs. Sutton's compliments, fir, and begs the err 


[Exit F mee. 


Mrs. LoveLEss.. 
What can be the matter? 
| Mr. Love. es. 
Do not t alarm yourſelf, my dear Mrs. Lee 


— 


Mrs. LoveLess. 1 
Do ſo. I ſhall be impatient for your return. 


Will you, Miſs Lowel eſs, "Fe where Mrs. un, is, 
and conduct her hither? | 


7 


Miſt LoveLess. 


Iwill, dear madam, 8 [ She "ns out. 


Mis AmzLra. 
1 ſhall be quite aſhamed to ſee Mrs. Beru in 
the charaQer of a gentleauoman, * I have treated 


a ſo ill as a. /ervent. 


Mrs. LovzLisss. 


All we can do is to repair our ar faults by afts 
of future kindnefs, 


{ Enter 


AI Drama, in FHREE Acts, 65 


{Enter Mi Loveleſs and Mrs. Benfield.] 
Mrs. Lovsiess. [Taking Mrs. Benfield' band. 


Be ſeated, dear madam. We have many apologies 


to make to you 3 but we were ignorant who did my 
daughter the honor of attending her. 
Mrs. BENFIELD. 


Indeed, madam, I cannot ſeat myſelf in your pre-. 


fence, Suffer me to conſider mylelf ſtill as a ſervant 
to the Miſs Blombergs. 

Mrs. LoveLEss. 
On no account ; you are the friend of Miſe Love- 
E; and that circumſtance alone would be fufficient 
to entitle you to our regard; but it ſeems Mr. Lowe 
22 knows Mr. Rawlins. 

Mrs. Benv1ts.D, [in an agony.] | 

0 name not, I beſeech you, my dear father, 
whom I have offended beyond the poſſibility of for- 
giveneſs ! . Did you know, madam, what a difobe- 
dient wretch I have been to the beſt of parents, you 
would baniſh me from your. houſe. You would 
never ſuffer me to ſtand before you. O! that F 
could hide my wretched head in the grave 3 but I 
fear I ſhall live to break my father's heart! 
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66 b The REroRMATION, 


| Miſs Lovelnss. IS | 

1 beg, my dear Mrs. Benfield, that yau will accept 
of the conſolation and aſſiſtance which is offered you. 
Tf you give way to deſpair you will fruſtrate all our 
kind endeavours to accommodate matters, and re- 


ſtore you to your parents. 
Mrs. BEN FIELD. 


Pardon me, my amiable friend; but your innocent 
and dutiful mind can form no idea of the pangs 
which tear the wretched heart of a child, conſcious of 
-diſobedience to a tender parent, Surely no wicked. 
neſs on earth can exceed 'this crime !—Iam diſtracted 
with the thoughts of what I have * and what 


may be the conſequence. Pr: 
Mrs, LovzlEss. 


I have no doubt but that Mr. Solon will be 
F to you, when it is repreſented to 
him, that you are really ſorry for your offence, and 
I inſiſt on your conſidering n amongſt us as on 

a 1 of equality. | : 4 
5 Mrs, Benrizib. Sy . 
O! madam ! I- can never ſummon reſolution to 
meet his eye. can never ſhew my face in the world 
as 


4 DRAMA, ii Tures Acts. 6y 


as bis daughter : whatever rank x may claim front 


my relation to him, I have degraded. myſelf to the 
towelt by an imprudent connection. oO! hide me 
from mankind hide me, if poſſible, frbm my- 
felf! Let me expiate by 1 the gitilt of 25 
avedidnce. 
. 22 A400 

1 think, my dear Maria, you had beſt go into 
another room with Mrs. Benfie/d. Perhaps, when 
alone, your efforts to ſooth her may be more ſuc- 
teſsful. 

27 LoveLEss. 
I will take your advice, my dear, Come, Mrs. 


| Briifield. ies *  ""Tebly go date 


Mir AuzLIA. 
1 am ſure poor Mrs. BenfiIf's diſtreſs is enough to 


warn any young perſon from — without the 


conſent of their parents. 
MW.. Loveruess. 


It is indeed- I wonder where your papa is? 1 
long for his return: ſince we muſt not ſee poor 

Faliana yet, let us go and amuſe ourſelves with a 
N book z 
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book ; ſtep into papa's oe omg fetch me 'one 


from the book-caſe. 4 25 
ct Miſs AMBLIA. „„ 8 | 2 ol 
It will be a nete kind of amuſement to me. BY 7 
wiſh T had more reliſh for books ; but perhaps a taſte : 
for reading may come in a retired life. { She: goes out | 
and returns with two books, then ſpeabs; during = 

| her abJexce Mrs. Lovelefs Lon; in a yore 
| glue. 5 
I have brought the two firſt I caſt my eyes « on, for * 
| m 


1 have no judgment or knowledge to direct my 

choice. 1 er 
| Mrs, Loyeress, | FF 

| Well, give me one, my dear: it is A chanc but A 

| it will furniſh me with new inſtructiaont. 

| [They both fit down and read; ina fhort time 

Mrs. Loveleſs puts down her book and ſpeaks] fic 

J am ſorry to ſay, that though what I have been il 

reading, exactly ſuits my preſent circumſtances. 1 


am not capable of fixing my attention on the lir 
ſubje&. Hi | 5 1 


bag ; 9 10 
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5 [ 2 ifs AitEL the 
- I have been reading i in the Adventurer the journal 


of a fine lady, which ſo properly ridicules the life of 


one, that I feel. quite confounded and ſhocked at 
having been ambitious of this character; and am 
determined for the future to act like a rational 
creature. | 

| Mrs. Loveuess. 

I have formed the ſame reſolutions ; bas alas! 
my dear, ill habits have taken deeper root in my 
mind than in yours, and will require more pains to 
erddicate : however, I will not deſpair. 

Enter Mr. Loveleſs.] 
Ar. Lovs LESS, [zaking up the books which the ladieg 
laid down.] Im 

Your ſervant ladies. So you have taken poſleſ.. 
fon of my books during my abſence ? 

Ars. LoveLtss. os A 

We have indeed: ſince we have reſolved to re- 
linquiſh frivolous amu/emeats, what can we do in the 
abſence of our friends, but ſeek entertainment from 
the works of the learned? If melia and I purſue 
our plan, we perhaps ſhall, in time, furgri you 
4 | a5 
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- 
de 


as much with our erudition, as we have before ſhocked 

you with our ingrerance: but you and Mrs, Stop 

muſt direct our ftudies, | 

Mr. LoveLess. FE 

Vou cannot appoint me to a more pleaſingof hn: 

I long to preſent. dear Amelia with a little: library, 

and ſhall ſet about the ſelection of it the firſt leiſure 

hour, in order to make the purchaſe of the books as 

ſoon as I go to town; but 1 ſhall not proceed with- 

out Mrs. Suttiu's advice, of whoſe taſte 1 have the 
bigbeng opinion. 


Miſs AMELIA. 
You are very good, firs I ſhall * to . 
advantage from your kindneſs. 
[Enter Mrs. Sutton, accompanied by * 72 Sutton . 
Mzi/s Fanny. 
Mrs. SUTTON. 
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Well, my dear ladies, how do you find 3 

now? you ſee [ have left you but to return with en- 
. Ars. LovxirsSs. 10 5958; 

They are your auxiliaries, and engaged in the cauſe 


of aue and as ſuch- myſt be welcome to me: 
I am 


E 


A DRAMA, 27 Tanzs ACTS, 7 


I am 1 to your kindneſs, madam, for more 
3 ſerenity of mind than I could poſſibly have obtained 


by my own weak efforts, after ſuch affecting conflicts. 


But I have met with a great mortification during 

your abſence, from an unſucceſsful attempt which I 
have made to amuſe myſelf with a book of morality. 

| F have ſo accuſtomed myſelf to the reading of Nowels, 


that I fear I have loſt the capacity of deriving in- 


ſtruction from other books. 


Mrs. SUTTON. | 
O! that is not the caſe, I dare ſay! But you 


muſt wean your mind by degrees from the /ight read- 


ing you have been uſed to, and not attempt very 
grave authors at once. Fable and Allegory, with an 


agreeable mixture of Poetry, would, in my opinion, 


be proper to begin with, from which you might pro- 


| ceed to Hi ;ftory, and graduall ly bring yourſelf | to take 


delight in books of piety and morality. Miſs Amelia, 


1 have a new publication, which, as I ſubſcribed for 


| ſeveral ſets, I will beg leave to preſent to you: it is 
Called the Six Princeſſes of Babylon, and relates the 
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hiſtory of their travels towards the Tem ple of 

Virtue “. e 
F 2 AMELIA. | 

1 fhall read whatever you recommend, madam, 


with my beſt attention. I am ſure I have great need 


of a guide to the Temple of Virtue. How do you do, 


my dear Miſs Satton and Miſs Fanny ? I was impa- 

tient to ſee you: you have heard, to be ſure, that 

dear Juliana i is likely to be reſtored to us again? 
Miß Sor rox. 

With the higheſt ſatisfaction, we have; LY I 
moſt ſincerely congratulate you on the happy- and 
Unexpected change. | 

F Fanxr SUTTOY. . 

Accept of my congratulations alſo, my dear. I 


i 


hope we ſhall all enjoy many bappy days together 
but where i is Min b cup 3 ; 


3 19 


* The author of theſe Dramas has not the leaſt perſonal know: 


ledge of the uiiter of the above-mentioned work ; but thinking 
it an ingenious performance, and underſtanding frog: the dedica- 
| Yon, that an extenſive ſa'c was of conſ-quence to der, was Wil- 


ing to give what little affiſiance ſhe cou'd towards promoting it. 


Do | - Ars, 


| - | . 8 | 5 


| | Mrs, Loveuess. | 
she retired with her friend Mrs. Benfeld, in 10 


of compoſing her ſpirits, which were greatly agitated. 


I never ſaw a poor creature ſo humbled in my life! 
I will ſend for Miſs Lewelefs, [ /br rings the bell a fer- 
want enters] If Miſs Loveleſs is difengaged, tell her, 


we wiſh for her company [er want goes auf.] I ap- 


prehend, that you, Mrs. Sutton, and Mr. Loveleſs, 


have been uſing ſome means to reſtore Mrs. Benfeld 


x 


to her parents, 
[Enter Miſe Loveleſs] 
Mrs. LoveLEss.. 
ow have you left your friend, dear Maria ? 
Miſs Loveress.' : 
I have at length ſucceeded ſo far, | as to prevail on 
her to lie down, and endeavour to get to ſleep ; but 


I fear ſhe will long be a you! to the bittereſt re. 


morſe. 
Mrs. LovgILESS. 


1 hope her conſtitution will ſuſtain the ſhock, and 


&, moſt ſincerely pity her; but is not her father 2 


ſtill greater object of compaſſion, who does not de- 


ferve the miſery of mind which ſhe has brought on 
H 2 | him ? 
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74 WD RerormaTION, 
him? But you were enquiring, Mrs. Loveleſs, what 
means Mr. Lowze/s and I had been employing i in her 
behalf? you were right in your conjecture, that it 
was on her account I ſummoned him to my houſe; 
hich, on a leſs importabt buſineſs, would, at ſuch 4 
time, have been THO I hope you excuſe 
me ? 
1 Mrs. Love ss. GSC 
: Moſt certainly, my dear madam! I have this dn 
felt ſo powerfully the comfort of your friendſhip; 
that I ſhould be forry you ſhould be reſtrained from 
erting it for others, by thoſe ceremonious punctilios, 
which, I hope, my mitd has now got above; but 
What could Mr. Loveleſs do? 
Mr.. Sur ron. 

I muſt firſt tell you, that on my return to my 
lodgings, 1 found Mrs. Rawlins and Miſs Gowet 
waiting for me: It ſeems, Mr. and Mrs. Ratolins 
came the day before to ſpend a week or two with 
Mr. Gower at Redlands, where he has lately taken a 
houſe; Miſs Gower having viſited us fince we came 

to Briſſol, mentioned this circumſtance to Mrs. 
Rawlits; who reſolved to call on we, ih hopes that 

8 Maria 


4 Drama, in Tuxer Acts. 75 


Maria might be able to give her ſome information 
concerning the unhappy fugitive. ; The letter I ſent 
this morning, of courſe has not yet reached ber 
hands ; but by converſing with Mrs. Rawlins, I had 
an opportunity of ſaying more in Mrs, Benfield's 

_ favour, than a letter could compriſe z and I took the 
liberty of wg foo Mr. font as a 1 ad- 


* 


vocate. 
22 6 
And what ſucceſs have you had, my dear 3 ? 
Mrs. SUTTON, ETD? 

As ak my love, as/ I could reafonably 3 
Mrs. Rawlins is all gentleneſs and compaſſion, and 
would, I am ſure, immediately receive her daughter 

home; but Mr. Rawlins's conſent muſt be gbtained 

firſt ; and that ſhe cannot aſk at preſent, becauſe his 
mind has been greatly irritated by the ill behaviour 
of his ſon-in-law, who has been inſolent enough to 
go to his houſe and demand his wife, under pre- 
rence, that ſhe has eloped from him: not that he 
wants to live with her, but merely to extort money 
from her father, 


. e. 


7: . Aren 8s. 
Jam ſhocked to hear this, peta wal for | 

| have che wretch amongſt us. 

© My. LoveLtss. 0 

I can remove þ you fears on that head; my dear ; 

for Mrs. Rawlins informed tis, that Mr. Rawlins has 

prevailed on him to go to the Zaft Indies, where be 

has procured him à poſt, and has put a ſum of 


money into the hands of the captain who takes him | 
1 over, to equip him for the voyage, and ſupply him 
with neceſſaries on his arrival in India. | 
Mi Lori ros, 
[ rejoice to herr it! 
Miſe AuRLTA. 

Mrs. Benfeeld has, I dare ſay, lived in conſtant 
dread of his — her retreat, and moleſting 
her quiet. 

Mi Fanny Sur ron. | 
I imagine ſhe has. What a miſerable life muſt a 
poor young creature lead who has formed ſuch a 
diſgracefal connection! I candot conceive a more 
mortifying circumſtance than to be married to a 
| wretch ones family 1s aſhamed to own. | 

Mrs, 


4 Dau, in Tikes Acrs. 77 


Mrs. Sur rox. | 
I could give you hiftories of ſeveral young ladies 


who have involved themfelyes in the utmoſt difi- 


culties by ſuch acts of indiſcretion ; but as I have 

no reaſon to think my dear girls, or any of the 

young ladies now preſent, ſtand in need of farther 

admonition on this ſubje&, there is no occaſion to 

multiply inſtances. That before their eyes would 

be a ſufficient antidote for them, were ay neceſſary. 
M; ;/s Loveless.. 

I flattered myſelf, dear madam, you would have 
been able to reſtore my friend to the favour of her 
parents. What will become of her if her father 
ſhould, after all, reje& her? I am ſure ſhe would 
break her heart. 75 

b Mrs. LovzLxss. 

She may continue here, my dear, till the recon- 

ciliation is completed, which I make no doubt will 


in time be brought about, as her cauſe is in ſuch 


Miſs Fanny SurTToON., 


Surely, my good fir, if it was repreſented to o Mr. 
Y | : | An. 
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Rawlins how very penitent his "nog, ter is, he 10. 
relent. | 
Mr. LovELEs9. | | 
Mr. Rawlins is a very good man, Miſs Sas, 
and All act as a Chriſtian, I make no doubt; but 
conſider, his feelings muſt have been very diſtreſſing 
ones, and ſome time muſt be allowed to conquer 
them. Conſider alſo, the diſgrace his daughter 
has brought upon a reputable family, and. her. for- 
mer diſobedient behaviour, and then you cannot 
wonder if he withholds his forgiveneſs, at leaſt till 
he is ſure that her penitence is ſincere. 
Mi. LoveLEss. 


I would anſwer for that, papa. 
” Mr. LoveLEss. - 

Well, Maria, the day may be near, and I PEN 
hope it is, when your taſtimony in her favour may be 
heard by Mr Rawlins. In the mean time, have pa- 
tience, and rejoice that Mrs. Ranwlins is her friend, 
who will certainly exert her * from which 
we may expect ſucceſs. 8 

b Mrs, Sy DOR. 


You may depend upon it, Miſs Love G, FE I 
call 


4 Drama, in TREE ACTS. 79 

ft mall take every ſtep in my power to effect the de- 
fired reconciliation, and to comfort the poor 
mouraer. It may perhaps be better for her that it is 
brought on by degrees, than that in her preſent weak 

© i Nate of ſpirits the ſhould be called to a trial which 


— — a> = N N 3 — — - . - 5 I <3 —— 5 2 - 
— — Rn — — 4 — S . — — 
8 — — wil ow - ne „„ n 2— — E — K 3 L oY — RN 
8 d = hy de CD. 5 ut . — A 2 * < — . 2 * . 3 a <a - 
ay” MT HEAR d * F Na NS 25 e "Foe > © b 1 — — r 2 r 


g me has not yet fortitude to ſuſtain. 

r i Mi Loveiess .. + | 

r 1 know, my dear madam, the benevolence of | 

8 your diſpoſition will lead you to pay a ready atten- | 

t tion to this deplorable caſe; and I am ſure my dear | g 

1 papa will not be remiſs. My dear.mamma has pro- | | 
miſed Mrs. Bezfeld an aſylum, and Amelia has aſ- it 
ſured her of her friendly offices. I have been told | 1 


of Fulicna's kindneſs to her ſince her recovery, all 


; 
7 
j 
y 


which muſt contribute to reſtore her tranquility ; and 


—X 


think thifÞs are in ſuch a train, that I may venture 
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to comfort her with hopes; that her good father will 


Pu 


be induced to wipe tle tears of repentant ſorrow 


from her eyes, and that ſhe may once more know 
the ſweets of peace. 


Mrs. LovglEss. : 
She will receive the forgireneſs of all good peo- 
L - Be | people, 


/ 
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4 people, but much | fear ſhe will never obtain der b 

| | —OW?, 0 
An. Surron. | 

| Her ſelf.condemnation is very commendable, ma- 

| dam, and I hope her follies will ever be remembered 

| by her, with that depree of regret, which will make 1 

her abhor the thoughts of repeating them. But if 


— ̃ ory 


Her reformation is ſincere, ſhe may enjoy a great 
deal of happineſs in flriving to repair her faults, . by 
future good behavigur, and ſeeing her endeavours. 7 
kindly accepted. Nor ſo much, to be ſure, as if t 
ſhe had never deviated from the path of me bog | 
Ars. Lover 8s. | 
J hope I ſhall myſelf experience this kind of fa- 
tisfaftion, My eyes are now open; I deſpiſe the 41 
allurements of the gay world, and long for a quiet y 
retreat, It 1s my earneſt wiſh, Mr. Lowele/;, to go to | 
that houſe which 7 once ſo fooliſhly deſpiſed. There Ml « 
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it ſhould be my daily endeavour to reſtore the com- W 
forts you once enjoyed in it. My own deficiencies - Lie 
will prevent my ſucceeding in my deſire of imi- to 
| _—_ the excellencies of Maria's mother; 1 but vou nm. 
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mall find me dutiful to you, and affectionate to your 
child. 17 e | 
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Mr. Lovers, 
: Your propoſal delights me : I will write to have the 
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houſe got ready for our reception immediately. But 


. en onrargs 
Wn 


I now particularly miſs an old friend; whoſe afliſt- 
ance on this occaſion would be very uſeful. 
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M.. LovzL ess. 
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| 4 
' You mean Mrs. Cartwright, I was myſelf think. 


— — LEP SF 4-- 


ing of her, but fear ſhe is too valuable to Mrs. Sutton 
to be giren up: beſides, I uſed her ſo unkindly, that 


ON PIER 4s + 04 cs 


ſhe will be afraid to live with me again. 


Mrs. SUTTON. 
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: Mrs, Cartwright, madam, has ſo liberal a mind, q 


that I am ſure ſhe retains no reſentment for beha- 9 
viour, which proceeded from your not knowing her N „ 


worth. I will engage to ſay, ſhe will be very ready 
to ſuperintend your family in a houſe which ſhe left 
with regret;. but I ſhall have a | great-loſs; you. 
really commit cruel depredations upon me What! 


rob me of tab of my houſehold at once? I muſt have 


my revenge—and thus I will take it. Mrs, Benficld 
fall poſſitively ſupply the place of Mrs, Cariauriglt 
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fatal error ; but one more condition I muſt make, my 


hed long by myſelf 1 may relapſe into my former 


point of ſtaying at Briftol as long as you do, in 


to me and Miſs Juliana, when ſhe is diſmiſſed by | 
Dr. Are mall be my gueſt. 5 
Mrs. LovELESsSJU( 

1 cannot reſiſt your kind offer; it will be a great 
— to dear Juliana to be under your good ma- 
nagement; for my fart, I am ſo ignorant in reſpect 
to invalids, that it is probable ] I might commit ſome 


dear madam, which is, that as ſoon as we are ſetiled, 
you favour me with your company at my houſe. 
Remember I am your ſcholar, and if you leave me 
follies. F 

Mrs. SUTTON. £ 

I agree to your conditiong with all my heart; 
and as the diſtance between us is not very great, we 
may frequently interchange viſits. 1 fhall make a 


order to take Miſs Juliana and Mrs. Benfield with me, 


Mr. LoverEss. 
What a happy day is this to me! I now look 


forward with expectation of enjoying, once more, 
the dear delights of domellic peace. 
** a | | | Mr . 


- f - 
7 | | * 
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Ars. Lovrr ss 
1 flatter myſelf with the hopes that I ſhall * a 
lncere partaker of it, and heartily bid adieu to the 


deluſive pleaſures of the gay world, 


Mis AMELIA. 
Balls! maſquerades! routs ! and all the ans 


ſatiating murderers of time, which T have hitherto 
courted, I relinquiſh you without a ſigh! and ſhall 


cheerfully welcome the joys of rural life, which I 
have formerly deſpiſed. No more * my — 


de painted but by the hand of health. 


Mrs. SUTTON. 
Whilſt you form this wiſe reſolution, my dear 


young friend, of altering your courſe of living, be 


careful of not running into a contrary extreme. 


Moderate amuſements were intended to be ten the 
cares of life, and may be innocently enjoyed; it is 
making them the bu/ine/5 of it that is Ae 

Miſs AMEL1A. 
I am under your direction, ü mould me to 


— 


your wiſhes. 


Vor. II. a ; I : ' 1 Mrs. . 
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84 The REFORMATION, 


Mee. SUTTON. | 

1 ſhall have great cauſe to be proud of my ſcholar, 
1 make no doubt, fince I have humility to build on 
as a foundation, on which every virtue may be erected; 
*virhout which, none can be brought to perfection. 
If I may be allowed to begin my fr/t lon now, I 
would recommend to your immediate practice, my 
dear, theſe few ſhort rules. Entertain a moderate 
opinion of your own abilities; conſider That you 
have much to learn, and exert your induſtry to re- 
deem loſt time: inſtead of coveting the applauſes of 
the gay ævorld, endeavour to obtain the eſteem of the 
avorthy and rational part of it; and in every action 
have a regard to the glory of God, and the good of 
your fellow creatures, Command my beſt ſervices 
ever—But, my dear girls, Iro Mijs Suttons] it is 


time for us to take our leave; to-morrow, ladies, we 


ſhall have the pleaſure of enquiring after Miſs Ju- 
| liana, and hope to ſee her much recovered. K. by = 
"take leave and the ſcent 2 
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PERSONS of the DRAMA. 


Mr. CLEVELAND. 
Miſs CLEVELAND, aged 78. 


Miſs CLARISSA, 15. 
Mifs EMMA, : 14. 
Miſs CATHERINE, = 
| ifs SOPHIA, 8. 
Maſter EDWARD, 10. 
| | Maſter HENRY, 4. : 
1 Vi FRANCES, 9 months. 
j | | Miſs FOWLER, 16 years. 
Attendants. 
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SCENE—Mr. c LEVELAND's Houſe in Lender. 
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SCENE 5 tbe Breakfaſt Parlour at Mr. Cleveland? ; 
ILM. and Mi, Cleveland at breatfap.} 


Mr. err, 


*1 VE me another diſh of tea, Jenine, ad I 
wall | be gone. 


M/s CLEVELAND. 
Shall we not have the pleaſure of your company 
to dinner, fir ? : 
Mr. CLEVELAND. 715 
To dinner, child ! What pleaſure can I have in 
dining at home, where there is nothing but noiſe, 
| I 3 5 confuſion, 


= The MavernAL S1ovER, 


* 


r 
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confuſion, and Uurbance ? Happy is the man, 5 
who is not plagued with a family of children! 


What a fool was I to marry, and involve myſelf in 
| endleſs expence! Not a day paſſes but J am peſtered 


with ſome tradeſman's bill or other. From the 
butchers and bakers, that one would think every perſon 
in this houſe was a cermorant : from the /inen-drapers, 
Shoe. lire. and hofeers, that inſtead of children, I had 
an army of ſoldiers always upon the march to provide 
for ; they wear their things out at fuch a rate 
| Miſs CuevsLanD. | 
1 have reaſon to believe, dear fir, that the ſer- 
vants have taken advantage of poor mamma's ill ſtate 
of health, and have been waſteful and extravagant 


in every reſpect, and by this means your expences 


are increaſed beyond what they would e be. 


Mr. CLEVELAND. 
III ſtate of health! yes, your mother has brought 


herſelf i into a fine condition by her continual racket- 


ing; and becauſe T had not charge enough before, 
ſhe muſt now be. ſupplied with, money to ſpend at 


the South of F rance. I cannot g on at this rate ! my 


eſtate is out at elbows already ! 


6 „ 


A Drama, i TünERE Acts of 


I CLEveLan d, [vith- emotion. ] bo 

' Fardon me, fir! but give me leave to obſerve, 

that my poor mamma lived in the faſhionable world 3 

her connections required, that ſhe ſhould enter a great 

deal into the gaities of life ber ill health ſurely 
deſerves compaſſion! 

Myr. Gen e | | 
True, my dear girl; and ſincerely do I regret her 


| fituation ; but my mind is ſo diſtreſſed with the ſtate 


of my finances, that I ſcarcely know what I do or 
fay. © 1 
Miſs CLEVELAND. 

We muſt then, all of us, ſtudy to live aceording - 
ly ; for my part, fir, I am willing to do every thing 
in my power to leſſen your expences: my good aunt 
has taken great pains to inſtruct me in the different 
branches of domeſtic œconomy, and has promiſed 


to favor me with her advice. I will endeavour to 


| practice her leſſons in the beſt manner I can: my 


errors you will kindly excuſe ; ; and 1 hope, by 


aſſiduous attention, to improve daily. If agreeable 


to you, fir, I will undertake to ſupply the houſe- 
Cooper” s place myſelf, Mrs. Newton has, this morn- 


| ing, 


6 The MATERNAL SISTER, 


ing, expreſſed her deſire to go away, on my objecting 
to ſome ſuperfluous articles in the bill of fare for to- 
day. 7 ue 
| My. CusvelanD. 
Then let her go! 5 8 * 
Miſs CLEVELAND. | 0 
I will alfo, for the pręſeat, undertake the Ape 
of the younger children, if agreeable to you, ſir. My 
aunt ſays, ſhe cannot chink the ſchool Catherine and 
Sophia were at, before they came home to be inocu- 
lated, by any means a good one, and to ſend them to 
a better will be very expenſive: : to teach them in 
the beſt manner I can, will be a delightful employ- 
ment to me; and if you will permit Clariſa and 
Emma to leave ſchool, I make no doubt they will 
readily aſſiſt me in it. They are now great girls, and 
what their ſchool education at preſent” coſts you, will 
be a conſiderable ſaving. The coach is gone to fetch 
them home for the holidays; will you give me per- 
miſſion to communicate my ſcheme to them, and try 


if they will concur with it? 


1 


A Drama, in Tuxkz Acts, 


ee 8 Mr. CLEVELAND. 
I Von talk like a good girl Jentima—an exellent 


girl! but J fear you undertake too much; however, 

do as you will; my expences mu be drawn into 2 

2arrower compaſs by ſome means or other; I ſhall be 

abſolutely ruined elſe. [Riſing from the tea-table] 
f Adieu, my dear! I ſhall fee you again in the 
evening. 

19 3 Mi, CLeveLanD. - 

And will you not dine with me, dear fir? 
conſider how long I have been abſent from you 
that my ſiſters are coming home.—Indeed your pre- 
ſence is neceſſary to give me conſeqncence in the 
houſe, and to enforce the authority you have been 
pleaſed to inveſt me with. I ſhall not, without your 
countenance, be able to put my plans in execution: : 
beſides, what fhall I do if the ſervants, who are al- 
ready ripe for rebellion, ſhould inſult me? Upon 

_ my word, my courage will fail me, if you will not 


ſtay at home this day at leaſt, 
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8 The MATERNAL SISTER, 


Mr. CLEVELAND. 

Femima, you have a moſt engaging way with you; 
there is no denying you any thing: I will ſtay at 
home; but how to employ myſelf here is the queſtion ? 
It is a frange place to me, in which for many years 
J have been accuſtomed merely to ſep and breakfaſt, 


unleſs when the neceſſity of entertaining company 


| obliged me to dine and ſup; but on theſe occaſions, 


the thoughts of my family and expences were-drowned 


in mirth and gaiety. If I fit alone and reflect I ſhall 


/ 


go diſtracted. ; 
Mi CLeverand. 
| You ſhall no? be 4467, I will bring my work and 
fit with you as ſoon as I have given ſome neceſſary 
directions; in the mean time, I will ſend two little 
companions, who will, I am ſure, delight you; £4- 
ward and Henry came home a month ago on account 


of a fever in the ſchool ; and J have another pleaſure 
in ſtore for you The fight of dear little Frances. 


Mr. CLEVELAND. 
f . | * . 
Frances! How am I to ſee her? She is ten miles 


off; her nurſe can ſcarcely have brought her at this 


eaxly hour, 3 0 


2 


= FT" 


{ 


1 8 Mi Crevaiany: 
I hope, dear fir, you will not think I have pre- 
ſumed too much on the honor you have done me, 


wo 


in appointing me to be my mother's deputy, when 
J inform you, that I have ventured to bring Frances 
home, without firſt obtaining your permiſſion for 
doing ſo: but indeed I found her in ſuch a ſituation 
as I could not have 4% her in for the world; and T 
am ſure you wonld have been angry with me if I 
had waited for your return. 
Mr. CLEVELAND. 
I cannot comprehend your meaning, Temima : 
the nurſe was well recommended, as I underſtood ; 
and the child appeared to be in a very n ſtate 


— -oÞ 


when I laſt ſaw her. 
Miſs CLEVELAND. 


She was greatly altered then indeed, ſir, ny 
J found her; and I have reaſon to think would have 
periſhed through negle& and bad management, if I 
had not been fortunate enough to call on her as [ did. 
You know, that nurſe's houſe is in the road from my 
aunt's hither, ſo affection led me to ſtop as I was 
coming home, in order to fee my little ſiſter : but 
what 


10 The | MATERNAL | OISTER, 


what was the ſurpriſe, both of my aunt and me, at 
finding the cottage door wide open, though expoſed 
to the cold eaſterly wind; the floor of the-room wet; 
ſeveral panes in the caſements broken ; and the dear 
little baby lying in a cradle, as dirty as a beggar, 
crying in the moſt pitious manner imaginable? I 
approached the cradle with an agitation of mind not 
'to be deſcribed, and took the dear little creature 
f up; at the ſame time deſiring my aunt's maid, who 
accompanied us, to ſearch the houſe for the nurſe; 
but her ſearch was fruitleſs ; at- laſt, in the garden, 
ſhe found a boy of fix years old, who, it ſeems had 
been left by his mother to rock the cradle ; but who, 
tired of his employment, had an to play, and 
left her by herſelf. 
| Mr. G00 
But what was become of the nurſe? 
Miſs CLEVELAND. 
On enquiring in the neighbourhood, we learnt, 
that this inhuman woman, who had undertaken to 
perform a mother's part, made it a daily cuſtom to 
neglect her infant charge, that ſhe might range from 
© houſe 10 houſe, * and relating idle tales, 
0 thought- 
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4 Drama, in Tuxee ACTS. on 


choughtleſs of the dear babe's wants, unmindful of 
her own obligation : ſo with my aunt's advice, I re- 
ſolved to take her home with me. 

Mr. Cleveland. 
Say no more, Jemima, or I ſhall be ready to caſt 
reflections on your mother, who, if ſhe was not able 
to nurſe her/elf, ſhould at leaſt have been more cir- 


1 cvmſpect i in the choice of a ſubſtitute. If ſhe would 
have done as I at firſt deſired her, and ated a mother's 


part by you her eldeft, I have reaſen to think we 
mould have been a united happy family; for I once 
loved little children; and had mine been managed 


properly, ſhould have placed my delight in them; 
but alas! I haye known no comfort with them. 


Whilſt at nurſe, they were ſo ſhy there was no in- 
viting them to come near one; and when they re- 


turned home, they were ſo unmanageable I was glad 


to have them kept in the nurſery, and from thence 


ſent to ſchool as ſoon as poſſible. But let me ſee the 


little ſufferer, I am exceedingly affected with the 
account you have given me of her, 1 hope ſhe f is 
not in danger of dying ? 


Yor. II. | * Mi/*s 


12 The MATERNAL SISTER; 


Miſs CLEVELAND. 

No; fir; my good aunt ſtaid with us till Friday 
lat, when ſhe was obliged to go home for a few 
days; by my following her directions, F rances i 
quite charmingly. I left her in a fine ſleep, and 
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1 ordered the maid to take her after breakfaſt into the 
| park, from whence I ſuppoſe ſhe is not yet returned; 
} when ſhe comes in 1 will bring her to you, In the 
| mean time, will you permit me to fetch Edward 
4 1H and Henry ? but before they make their appearance, 
| | T muſt confeſs, that I have taken advantage of being 
| here a month before you returned from the Welt, 
i and have elected myſelf to the office of their gover- 
þ | neſs, as I thought even my poor inftrufion was better 
j | than none at all. Not witkout their conſent though 
| | I affure you, fir: Catherine and Sophia have alſo 
| done me the honor of ſubmitting to my tuition, ſo 
| | that I have really a little ſchool here. Should my 
f i dear papa find cauſe to give me a ſmile of approba- 
tion, when my young pupils exhibit their per- 
bermances to him, how happy ſhall I think myſelf.” 
11 | 1 N 
I Mr. 


Mr. CLEVELAND. 


My dear, my amiable child! in what words 


mall J expreſs my admiration of your conduct? 
The preſent emotions of my heart are too much 


for me, I muſt compoſe my mind before I ſhall my 


fit to receive my other children. 
Miſs CLEVELAND. 
Well. my dear fir, I will then, with your leave, 


retire, I expect to find my ſcholars waiting for me; 


but believe I muſt give them a holiday, as we are 


in expectation of my ſiſters. 


122 Cleveland goes out. 


Mr. CLEVELAND. 
Sick of the world, and almoſt weary of my own 


exiſtence, little did I expe& ever to find ſuch plea- 


ſare as I at this moment feel, in my own houſe efpe-. 


cially—the /a/? place in which I ſhould have gone in 
ſearch of it. What a delightful girl is Temima! 


How wus it poſſible that I ſhould be ſo blind to her 


merit, as to conſent to her leaving us to live with 
her aunt? Alas! fer a long time it has been my 
endeavour to forget all my tender connefions, But I 
will ſtrive to recever thoſe feelings which J have 

K 2 taken 
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— ah The MATERNAL SISTER, | 


taken ſo much pains to /appreſc.. My heart already 1 
glows with paternal affefion. I long to weep over 
my children—to pros them to my $y/om—to ſhew a 
Father's fandneſs. O, Femima! Jemima! I muſt fol- 
low you: I can no longer reſtrain the ardent deſire I 


have to behold you, acting in the double character 
of mother and lier. | 
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He goes out WY 
80 E NE changes to another apartment. 


Miſi Cleveland fits at à table, on which are a pair of 
globes, 4 book of prints, ſeveral maps, Sc. Mi/s 
_ Catherine, Miſs Sophia, Maſter Edward and Maſter 
Henry fanding by ber. | 7. 
| N, CarurrtIne. | 
I wiſh you had time, Jemima, to teach me to draw 
maps again to-day.—I ſhould like, when .| am old 
enough, to make a little Atlas. 
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Mis CLEvELanD. , | 
: So you ſhall, my love, if you pleaſe, but o-day 
cannot conveniently attend to you; fo l have looked 
up ſome nice pieces of gauze and filk, and ſhould 
be glad if you would begin dreſſing the doll which 
| you bought for Miſs Maria Daw/on. 
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Mi, CATHRRINE. | 
So I will then, —Will you help me, Sophia ? p 
Mifs SoPHIA., 


With all my heart, Catherine, ſince we are not to 


draw maps. 


| Majer EDw ARD. 
And what ſhall I do, Femima? 
Mi, CLEVELANDe 


Pleaſe yourſelf, my dear, I dare ſay you will 


not get into any miſchief... But you had beſt conſult 


with your brother Henry. 
to play by your/elf ? 
Maſter EnwarD. | 
I ſhould like to look over this book of drawings, 


to ſee if there is one [ can copy, and then to go in- 

to the garden. | 

[Mr. Cleveland, who muſt be Suppoſed to haue entered 
at the beginning of the ſcene, but to have flopped at the 
door, after viewing his little family, unobſerved by 
them, turns afide to hide his emotion, which having 


in ſome meajure ſuppreſſed, he advances, and catches 
Miſs Cleveland in his arms, as ſhe riſes to offer him 
K 3 
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The MATERNAL SiSTER, 


ber chair ; —afur bifing her affetionatel, be 
| Mr. CuaveELanD. © * 

Thus, my dear Jemima, do I confirih you in your 
office. My dear boys and girls, what a kind ſiſter 
you have got! Come, let me kiſs each of you. 
He kifſes them all.] Now go on with your various - 
employments. Bat I think you ſaid, Femima, that 
you would give the little ones a holiday to-day ? 
Who will walk with me? | . 

Maſter Fpwann. 

11 will, papa, if you pleaſe; and if it is agree- 
able to Henry to go, Jemima ſays we ſhall always be 
happieſt zogether, ſo we have agreed to go —_— 
in all ports and all play-things. 2 ; 

Mr. CLEVELAND, 

Jemima is perfectly right; brothers and ſiſters 
ſhould have but one intereſt. I am glad to find you fo 
ready to take your ſiſter's advice; it will be always 
for your advantage to do fo, I will engage to ſay.— 


Well, Henry, are you for a walk? 


Mater HE NK x. 
O, yes, papa! May I take my ſkipping rope? 
Mr. 


A Ys in THREE Aers. 1 


Ms CLEVELAND» | | 
By all means, and let Edward take bis. I ſhall 
| like to ſee which of you is the moſt aftive.—Give 
me another kiſs, Catherine and Sophia_—Adieu ! 
Jemima, I am going to take a walk in Hyde Park; 
I dare ſay we ſhall be back ſoon after your ſiſters 
arrive, | ; | | 85 
[Ae goes out with his ſons. 
Miſs CATHERINE. . 
I believe I muſt beg the favour of you, ſiſter, to 
cut out a ſhift for this doll. 
Miſs Sor RIA. i. 
And a petticoat for me to make, if you pleaſe, 
ſiſter. I wiſh I could cut out things myſelf, 
| Mis CLEVELAND. 
All in good time, Sophia. When you can make 
thom-properly, I will teach you to cut them out; in | 
the mean time, I will readily do it for you. 
Piſs CATHERINE. | 
Now for a needle and ſome thread, and then [ 
| ſhall have done troubling you. 


CY 


18 The MATERNAL SISTER, 


2, Mis CLeveLanD./ / 
O! this puts me in mind of the preſent I have 
got for each of you. : 
'[Srepping to @ cloſet ſhe takes out two work baſkets, 
and preſents one to each of her fiſters.'| 
Here, Catherine! Here, Sophia / I bought theſe 
little baſkets on purpoſe for you. In them you will, 
I hope, find all you at preſent ſtand in need of. 
But one condition L mutt make, chat you always 


| keep them in very nice order. 
| * ; Miſs SOPHIA.- 
Thank you, fiſter ! Look, Catheride ! here 1s a 
Pincuſhion, a huſwife, a ſet of thread papers, a pair 
of ſciſſars, and a thimble. . 
Miſs CaTH EINE. 
1 have got the ſame exactly. — Thank vou, ain, 
| Mis CLEVELAND. 


Well, my dears, now you may, if you pleaſe, $a 


= - 
« _ 
+ 7 
4 
9 
3 
P's 
E 
2 o 
_; 
1 by 
4 
„ 
=_ 
. F: 
= 
_ 
DES - 
_ 
9 2 
2 
wy 
3 
+ 'F 
s 4 
3 
1 
„. Vi 
= * 
SES . 
- 4 
+} 
_ 
- i £2 
* K4 
_ '- 
7 2 
T 3! 
1 4 
2 
7 ? | 
*1 5 
'F 
£ p 
| 8 
9 
* 3 4H 
4 3 


. wy . — — 
** 1 —— „„ „% 
—— 2 8 33 22 —— 22 —U— — 
by r —y[— fk * 


and work in the nurſery. | 
The young ladies put their work into the baſkets, and 
a4 they are going out, Miſs Sophia ea,. 
Miſs SopUIA. 
Be ſure to call us down when our ſiſters come. 


2 
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Drama, in TREE Acrs. 19. 


Mijs CLeveLanD. 
vo Moſt certainly, my love. [They go out.] What 
| happy proſpect preſents itſelf to my view. The 
s, dear children improve daily. My father, though 
greatly agitated, ſeems much happier than when we 
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le firſt met in the morning. I eannot help flattering | 
l, myſelf that he will ſettle his heart amongſt us; and , 
f. | perhaps my mother may recover, and we may yer 


4 be a united family. 
| | Eater a Maid.] 


| Maid. | 
8 O! Miſs Cleveland! I have been waiting for you 
ir theſe two hours. I have got a letter for you, and 


from ſuch a ſweet, pretty, fine gentleman, you can- 
not think, 
fe Miſs CLEVELAND. | 
Fam ſurprized, Betty, that you dare to take ſuch 
0 a liberty with me. — Pray return the letter to the 
perſon you had-it from, and tell him, were he a 
id Prince, I ſhould not encourage a clandeſtine corre- 
ſpondence. I ſhall not open the letter, I aſſure you, 
Betty, but will take care to inform my papa what 
kind of a ſervant he has in the houſe, f 
72 Malp- 
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5 Maid. 

What kind of a ſervant, indeed! I believe if 1 

go, I ſhall not leave my betters behind me.—La! 

Miſs ! moſt young ladies like to have lowyers. Why 

Miſs Clariqſa has one, I aſſure you ; and I do not 
know but what Miſs Emma may too. 

Miſs CLEVELAND, [afide.] 
I am ſhocked at this intelligence; — however, it 


may be of uſe to me. [To the maid.] I do not believe 


you, Betty, my ſiſters would not be ſo indi/crete. 
Berry, [ ſmiling. ] | 
© Would not they, though? I know better; and 
if Miſs Clariſſa does not take a trip to Scotland one 
of theſe days, it will not be her fault. 
Mif5 CLEVELAND. 

I aſſure you, Betty, I will not allow you to take 
ſuch freedoms with my ſiſters. —T defire 5 to go 
and purſue your proper buſineſs. 

M a1D. | | Jo 

Well, Miſs, if you will not take the letter, I 
muſt carry it back; but I fear the poor gentleman 


th 


in 


will break his heart. 
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ob 


Mifs CLevetand. 
I # How dare you mention to me again the letter I 
before reproved you for offering to me?—Leave me 
y Þ this infant. h : f 
8 Mad. 

Dear me, miſs! I am ſure your mamma was not 
ſo proud to poor ſervants as you are, nor yet ſo hard- 
| hearted to gentlemen. She could not have con- 
trived to run away from ſchool ſo cleverly, if ſhe 
| had. I dare ſay my maſter ſent many and many a 

letter by a ſervant to her, ſo he has no right to find 
fault with me. | ; 

Miß, CLEVELAND. . 
I will not hear another diſreſpectful word of my 


parents. — If you do not leave me I will acquaint 


my papa with your inſolence immediately. 


ST i . Maid, [as foe is going out.] 


* 


If you tell of ose you muſt tell of all, and a fine 


job that will be. 
Miſs CLEVELAND. 

I am hurt beyond deſcription with the diſcovery 
this girl has made, reſpecting my ſiſters, and her 
inſolence te my parents. diſtreſſes me beyond mea- 

ſure. 
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ſure. However, I truſt that time and | patience, 
with the bleſſing of heaven, will carry me through 
| the difficulties in which I am at preſent involved. 
I wonder Clari/a and Emma are not arrived ; the 
coach went for them very early this morning. 
[Enter a footman announcing a lady. 
| FooTMAN, | 
Miſs Fowler, madam, 
[Enter Miſs Fowler.) 
Mijs CLEVELAND. : 

Shed, morning to you, my dear Miſs Foeoler I 
almoſt deſpaired of having the pleaſure of ſeeing 
you. Why, I have been at home a month, my 

Mis Fowl ER. 

I ſhould have waited on you. before, Miſs Clews- 
Land, but when you came home, I was preparing to 
0 to Lady Newland's. You do not viſit that fa- 
mily you know, and I could not come by myſelf, 
for we had engagements for every hour of the-day. 
I left her ladyſhip but yeſterday, and have again ſo 
much work to do, that I knew not well- how to 
| ſpare time to come even nom. 


M 
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Mi CL EVELAND: 


Pardon me, Miſs Fowlev, but I really cannot help 


expreſling my ſurprize, that a young lady, who has 


ma is ſo very natable, can have fo much to do, as 


ſcarcely to find time fo vifit an old friend and 1 


| | Miſs FowI ER. | 
You a not conſider, my dear, how the faſbions 


change, and that I am obliged to do all the work my= 


/elf; for mamma will not ſuffer me to have my 
things made at a milliner*s ; and the laſt mantua-ma- 
ker's bill papa paid he made ſuch a fuſs about it, only 
becauſe I had my gown altered, to look like other 
people, you cannot think. I am ſure I worked ſo 


hard for a fortnight before I went to Lady New- 
land s, that when I got there I was quite ill, Every 


night did I fit up till one or two o'clock, Papa in- 
ſiſted on my being at breakfaſt by eight notwith- 
ſtanding, and I heard nothing but grumbling all day 
againſt ladies of quality. I am ſure I am ſo unhappy 


at home I know not what to do. Every thing is in 


ſuch a different ſtyle to what J find it in the families 
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I have katy viſited amongſt, that I cannot enjoy 4 
tayſelf in the. leaſt, 4 
Th MM. CrIEVELAND. 

1 am ſorry to hear you ſay ſo, my dear. I cannot 
think your papa and mamma would deny you any rea- 
fenable gratification, But give me leave to ſay, I was 
afraid, nay, I ſometimes took the liberty of telling 
you at /chool, that your ambition of making intima- 
cres with the young ladies of the higheſt ranks there, | 
and your great love of dreſs, would expoſe you to 
many inconveniences and mortifications.. 

Mis FowLER. 

I think it is very natural, Miſs Cleveland, for 
young people who have tolerable good perſons, to 
wiſh to appear to the beſt advantage, and to keep the 
beſt company they can. Why is a girl, of i»ferior: 
rank, ſent to one of the firſt ſchools, but with a 


view to form connections, and to put her into the 
way of making her fortune. 
Mi, CLEVELAND. 
J rather ſu pp >ſed our parents made choice of thoſe 
ſchools, from an idea that the inftruction Was propor- 
tionable to the expence, To be ſure, it is expected 


. 9 | that 
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that every one who goes to them ſhould make an 
elegant appearance; and on this account many peo- 
ple are of opinion, that they ſhould be appropriated 
to the children of perſons whoſe fituation in life will 
enable them to continue to dreſs them in the ſame 
manner, and give them an adequate fortune, lt is 
certainly a ſad thing to have 'defires beyond one's 
circumſtances. | EG 
Miß. FowLER. : 

J poſitively cannot be happy without fine chaths 
and jewels, and my father ſays he cannot afford to 
let me dreſs in a ſplendid way. I hate to walk on 
foot, and to ride in a hackney coach is intolerable. 
1 therefore intend to aſk him to ſend me over to 
the Faft Indies. I doubt not but I ſhall make 
my fortune there; and inſtead of being obliged 
to make my own things, as I now do, ſhall have all 
my work done for me, and ſhall have ſlaves to wait 
on me, and carry me in a palanquin. | | 

Miſs CLEVELAND. 

We differ widely in ſentiment, my dear Miſs 
Fewler.—T ſhould think it the greateſt puniſomeut in 
the world to go to India on ſuch an expedition. All 
L 2 c the 
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the riches of Peru would not tempt me to place my· 
{elf in ſo inuelicate a ſituation. Can a young lady 


| fo far lay aſide the mode/fy of her ſex, as to embark 
in a ſhip, where, for months ſhe will be under the 
neceſſity of aſſociating with men only? On her ar- 


rival at the place of her deſtination, can ſhe take 
out her ornaments, and embelliſh her perſon in the 
moſt advantageous manner, that ſhe may attract the 
notice of /ame man of whom ſhe has not the leaſt 
knowledge, who, deſirous of having a Handſome 


wie, ſtands waiting to ſee what cargo * ladies the 


ſhip has brought over? 


: Mis 8 | 
You have a Grange iden of going to. India, Mis 
Cleveland — You are ſo Trave, my dear when 


ambition is in view, ſuch punctilios muſt be laid a- 
ide. Go, I politively will, ſo do not ſay any more 


againſt it. Perhaps Tmay be a Nabob's lady. Miſs 
Danvers, our ſchool- fellow, I hear is married ex- 


tremely well :—and then think of n. Denniſon. 
What * the lives ia! 


5 5 J 
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. Cleveland. | 
As for Miſs Danvers, I underſtand 1 is mar- 
ried to à very old gentleman, diſagreeable i in his 
temper to the greateſt degree. Whatever her Aer. 
tune may be, I do nat think her happineſs is in- 
creaſed, my dear. And as for Mrs. Denni/on, ſhe 
does, to be ure, live i in a moſt ſplendid manner; 
but would you change ae ene with her, Miſs 
Fowler ? Her health fell a ſacrifice to her ambition. 
Would you be content to purchaſe grandeur at the 
| ſame price? | 
Miſs FowLER. 
La! my dear! you are conjuring up all the bugbears 


in the world to frighten me from my purpoſe, How 


do you know that the climate of India will di agree 


with me? 
Miſs 1 
Very truey my dear; zaturally it might not do fo; 
but few conſtitutions can ſtand againſt Eaf Indian 


luxury. Their chaian Pepper, their /pzces, and other 


inflruments of death, as I muſt call them, are enough 
to undermine the ſtrongeſt conſtitution, 
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| | Mi/s FowLes. 

As for luxury, Miſs Cleveland, there is enough of 

that in Exgland. I am ſure the Eaſf Indies them- 

ſelves cannot exceed us in that particular; if I may 

form a judgment from the people I have lately been 

amongſt. 5 = 
M;/>Cueverand. 

And even this, as I have heard it obſerved by 
people of underſtanding, was originally imported 
from India; but it does not univerſally prevail here? 
Let me-perſuade you, my dear Miſs Fowler, to 
change your purpoſe. If the Eaſ India gentlemen | 
muſt have Engliſh wives, let them come here and 
ſeek them. Change your purpoſe—accommodate 
your mind to your circumſtances : moderate your 
ambition. Your papa can afford to dreſs you as well 
as you ought to dreſs, and I dare ſay, is willing 
to do ſo. Can you bear the thoughts of leaving 
both your parents to ſet out on an adventure which 
may turn out contrary to your expectation? would 

it not be better to leave jewels, and other rich orna- 
| ments, to people whoſe rank in life require them 
to diſtinguiſh themſelves from their inferiors, by the 
A ſplendout 
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ſplendour of their attire, and to enjoy with thankful- 
neſs the bleſſings you already poſſeſs ? 


Miſs Fowler. 
It ĩs a pity, my dear friend, that you did not live 


| in the golden days of queen Beſs. I dare ſay you 
would have liked a good grogram ſuit of clothes, 
ſtrong enough to laſt your life; and would have 
been glad to breakfaſt with che maids of honor on 
cold round of beef! How happy would it be for 
the nation, if you were queen of England, that you 
might explode | luxury from our tables, and make 
ſumptuary laws for dreſs ! 


| Miſs CLEVELAND. | 
Unleſs I were an arbitray monarch, I fear I ſhould 


not ſucceed in ſuch an attempt, Miſs Fowler, As 
far as example can go, our preſent gracious queen 


inſtructs her ſubjects, by obſerving the utmoſt pro- 
priety and moderation in both the particulars you 
mention. But I am ſorry 10 ſay her amiable ex- 
ample has not its due influence. There ſeems to 
be a general emulation among all ſorts of people to 
outdo each other. Every rank preſſes upon the next 
above it, ang by this means each ſeems ander a kind 
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> 


of neceſſity to go beyond its proper bounds 3 in order N 


to preſerve the diſtinction due to it. 
Mi FowLER. 


well! What was your text, my dear ? I declare [ 


have forgot. I will learn ſhort-hand that I may 


write dovn ſuch fine diſcourſes. It is pity you were 


not a man! you would certainly have been Arch- | 


biſhop of Canterbury. I hope you wilt marry a 


parſon. If I meet with a reyerend divine, that has 


more ſenſe in his countenante than in his brain, [1 
will ſpeak a good word for you. A wife that can 
make ſermans will be very acceptable. to ſuch an one. 

Mis CLEVELAND. ES 

I have been ſo accuſtomed to this kind of raillery, 
Miſs Fowler, that I do not take offence at it; but 
it grieves me to ſee a friend under ſuch an unhappy 
infatuation. 

Miſs FowLER. 

Well then, to be feriaws, You really think my 
* is all of my own making? Tell me 
now, would it not hurt you exceedingly to cut a 
mean figure amongſt your companions ? and ſhould 

you 


1 proteſt Miſs Cleveland, you preach 3 


- 


* i 
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you not ardently | wiſh to be on an equality with 
them, i 
| M CLEVELAND. 

1 have, you know had the ſame opportunities as 
yourſelf of making intimacies with ladies of rank, 
and ftill keep up an acquaintance with ſome of 
them ; but believe me, my dear, I have not the moſt 
diflant wiſh to vie with them in appearance. I think 
it much more defireable to be diſtinguiſhed by the 
- propriety of one's dreſs than by the e/-gance of it, Nay, 
] eſteem it bad policy for any young woman to 
affect to appear what ſhe #s nat. It naturally leads 
to an enquiry, Who ſhe is and draws contempt and 
ridicule upon her. 

N. % FowIER. 


Propriety of dreſs, I underſtand to be an wn con- 


formity to the mode. How ridiculous and aukward 
a young lady looks who wears an unfaſhionable cap 
for inſtance. Why, my dear, if you were to go into 


a polite circle in that you have got on, you would 


be laughed at; beſides, how horridly you put on 
your handkerchief! why I actually ſee your chin, and N 


the fall of your boulders ! | 
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\ 1 
Miſs CLEVELAND. 


I ſhould, I hope, have ſufficient fortitude to with. ; 
ſtand the ſhock. I really thought my cap was, to 


uſe a 7oni/ſh expreſſion, a very decent one. It certainly 
was in faſhion when I made it. I do not affect An. 
gularity, Miſs Fowler 3 on the contrary, when J have 


new things, give directions to have them made like 


other peoples; but then 1 neither throw them away, 


nor cut them to pieces in conformity to every new 


whim.— But are you reſolutely bent upon going to 
India? © ro, 1 


Miſs FowI ER. 

Prſtively and abſolutely. Lady Newland adviſes 
me to it of all things. | Bleſs me! it is two o'clock ! 
I am going to Ran./agh in the evening ; and have 
got my gon 10 trim, a hat to make, and 2 hundred 
things beſides to do. 2 

Miß CIEVELAN b. 


I underflood that you had made a number of new 


things within this month; will not ſome of thoſe 


do? 


| 214 


to 


* 
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Miſs FowLERy 


Dear me, how you talk! Do not you know that. 


articles of taſte and faſhion, if ever ſo charming 


1 when firſt made, become frightful in a fortnight? 


Miſs CLEVELAND. 
I often hear thoſe terms applied, as I think, very 


inconſſ Tent.) 5. 
Miſs Fow LER. 


Thoſe whe are wotaries of faſhicn mult bid adieu 


to conſiſtency. Well, I muſt take my leave: Tam 
ſorry you diſapprove my ſcheme, but I ſhall find 


enow to encourage me in it. I ſhall ſee you ſoon, I 


hope : good morning, my dear. 
Miſs CLEVELAND. | 


| Your ſervant, Miſs Foauler, [rings the bell, then 


takes leave of Miſs Fowler, who goes out.] 


Iam glad my ſiſters were not preſent at this conver- 


ſation, It ſhall be my care to keep them from an 


intimacy with Miſs Fcareler. How ſhocking it is 
to ſee ingenuity and induſtry perverted to ſuch un- 
worthy purpoſes! My friend may be juſily deno- 
minated ene of the /aves of Faſbien. I am all im- 


patience 
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patience to hear the ſecret which Betty wiſhed to tell 
me; but it would be a meanneſs to be the confidant 
of one's ſervant, I will try if I can prevail on Cie. 
r to explain the matter to me herſelf. 'Ethink J 
now hear the coach ſtop at the door, I will go and 
receive my filters, [ She goes aut, 


: En 5 of Acr 1. 
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KETC HET 


SCENE, Mrs. Cleveland's Dre/ing-Room. 


1 ifs Cleveland, Miſs Clariſſa, and Miſs Emma, en- 


gaged 7 in converſation } 


Mi, CLEVELAND. 


7 T HE account which papa gave of mamma's health 


when he left her, was a very indifferent one. I 
have great apprehenſions that ſhe will not recover, 
"tp Miſs EMMA. 
I wiſh, ſhe would have taken me with her. I 


ſhould have liked of all things to finiſh my educa- 


tion in France. a =» 
Mi, CLEVELAND. 
My dear Emma, your wiſh is a very inconſiderate 


one. Why ſhould you defire to go to | France, 
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when every polite and uſeful accompliſhment may be 
acquired in England ? 
Miß, Emma. 

J am quite tired with laying at Mrs. Thoroug h- 
govd's, and long to ſee a little of the world ; but as 
my mamma is abroad, I ſuppoſe we muſt continue 
at ſchool a great while longer. 

5 Mifs CLarISS4, | 

I mean to aſk papa to let us be patlour boarders 
after the holidays. - 

| Mi, CLEVELAND. 

And have you conſidered, my dear, that if he 
complies, the expence of your education will be 
greatly increaſed? Have you reflected that his ex- 


| pences mult already be a heavy burden, as his family | 


is ſo numerous ? oy 
Miſs Emma. 

My papa 1s a man of conſiderable fortune and I 
make no doubt, can afford to pay for us as parlour 
boarders, which will not be equal to what it would 
coſt him to introduce us into the world. I muſt 
ſay, that Clarifſa's ſcheme appears to me a very 
good 


** 


y 
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good one. But I ſuppoſe, Jou are to ſet us all to 


rights, Jemima 3 
5 Cr v ELAN. 
1 will paſs over the inſinuation in the latter part 


of your ſpeech without reſentment, Emma, though 


it was a very unkind one. Let us not embitter this 
our firſt meeting for a long time with any diſagree- 
able altercation. But ſince you have both formed 
thoſe ideas reſpecting your papa's fortune, which 
you ſeem to ſuppoſe inexhauſtible, I think it incum- 


bent on me to give you ſome information which will, 
I hope, make a change in your ſentiments, My 


father's expences already exceed his income; his heart 


is weighed down with care on this account. If we 


add to this oppreſſion, we ſhall perhaps ſee him fink 
into the grave. Does not duty require that each of 
his children ſhould exert themſelves according to 
their different abilities, to leſſen his diſquietudes ? 
I know not how you may be affected, Clariſſa and 


' Fama, but I feel the moſt ardent deſire to make him 


berpy. 
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Mifs CLARISSA. 
Are you ſure of what you ſay, Jemima ? That 


papa has been very cro/s, and, as I thought, fing y, for 


ſome time paſt, I have with pain obſerved—indeed [ 
ſuffered ſeverely by this circumſtance laſt holidays. 
What with mamma's fret ifulneſ+ and papa's ill humour, 
IT am ſure I had no comfort the whole month I was 
at home. I would not pals ſuch another for the 


— 


world. 6 | | 2 
. N e 
I was exceedingly ſorry it fell out fo that Fs was in 


Scotland with my aunt at ſo unfortunate a time. 1 


ſhould otherwiſe have made a point of being at home 
that I might have attended upon mamma and kept 


you company. But, from the letters which were 


written to us, we only ſuppoſed that ſhe had ſome 


flight indiſpoſition; and it was a great ſhock to me 


indeed, to receive an account that the phyſician 


thought it neceſſary for her to go immediately to 


the South of France; that my father was going over 
with her, and wiſhed to find me at home when he 


returned, as he wanted me to ſuperintend the family. 
My aunt ſet off with me directly, and J arrived here 


- 5 e n men 
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a month ago; but my father did not come hoſe till 


at laſt night, having, ſince his arrival in England, made 
r a circuit to view his eſtates. My aunt favoured me 
[ with her company here as long as ſhe could, and will, 
8. 1 hope, ſoon return. | SS 
8 5 Miſs EMMA. | 

Ls Clariſſa and I were ſent for home one day to take 

e leave of mamma. She looked dreadfully indeed, 


and had a moſt ſhocking cough. When ſhe parted 
with us, the ſeemed greatly affected, and ſaid, the 
1 | feared ſhe ſhould never ſee us any more. 
I Miſs CLAAISSA. 
> ohe defired to be affectionately remembered to 
you Femima, and ſaid, ſhe made no doubt you would n 
ſupply her place in the family, in caſe ſhe ſhould die, 


— 


N 


FP 


much better than ſhe had done. And, indeed I muſt | 


ſay, that would be no difficult taſk, for never were 
children more neglected by a mother than we have 


24 


all been by ours. : 
Mis CLEVELAND. 
I am ſhocked to hear you talk in this manner, 
Clarifja ! ſarely you fcrget that you are ſpeaking of 
a parent? | 


M 3 Miſs 
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8 Miſs CLaxIss4. 
A parent, 8 / Does a woman who 1 10 
care, and pays no attention to her children, deſerve 
ſo endearing an appellation ? You may ſay what 
you will, but you cannot blind our eyes to mam- 
ma's fault; nor can you ever expect us to love or | 
reverence her, as we ſhould have done, had he per- 
formed the mother's part? 
| Miſe CIEVELANB. 
And who, my dear ſifters, has given you authority 
to cancel the divine law, that you thus openly pro- 
feſs not to love and reverence your mother, when | 
Gop has expreſsly enjoined us to Honor our parents? 
You 2 ſpeak as if the relation between your 
mamma and you was d//ofved.. 1 
II. ifs EMMA, 
We have had but little reaſon, Jemima, 0 350 of 
the connection; and I am really aſtoniſhed to hear 
yu, who have been treated like an alien, talk in de- 


fence of mamma's indifference, Had ſhe felt like 
many mothers whom I know, ſne could not have 


parted wich ber eldeſt child to lire with a relation 
| h 


0 
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who paſſes ſo much o her time at fach a diſtance 
from her. | | 
Miſs CLEVELAND, 
3 muſt entreat my dear Emma, that you will not 
arraign my mother's conduct in reſpe& to me: 1 
aſſure you, that I conſider myſelf as under obliga- 
tions to both my parents, which I can never return; 
and ſo are every one of their children. 
Miſs CLARAISsA. 
Obligations, Jemima! I beſeech you to hame 
them? 
Miſs CLEVELAND. 
I muſt beg of you, my dear, to carry your 
thoughts back to the time when you firſt came into 
the world, a little helpleſs infant; and tell me, 


were you then able to provide for yourſelf? if not, 
by what means have you been ſupplied with the ne- 
ceifaries of life from that time to the preſent hour ? 
Miß, CLARISSA. 
O! to be ſure! papa and mamma have furniſhed, 
us with the neceſſaries of li fe ; that it was their lait. 


penſible duty to do. 
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# 


MAH Citverand. 

We will allow that it was, as you ſay, their 33 
penſible duty; but is thete no reciprocal duty on the 
child's part? Is there no return of affection re- 
 quited for fifteen years comfortable ſubſiſtence ? 


Look down upon the lower ranks of life, and ſee 


What extremities of wretchedneſs many of the poorer 


ſort of childreÞ endure for want of food arid 

raiment ; and ſurely the icieQion which the view 

will excite, muſt kindle in your heart a ſpark of 

| gratitude towards thoſe who have ſo amply provided 

| * your defence againſt thoſe evils. | 
M., CLARISsA. 

To be ſure we could not have provided for our 
own wants in the Helpleſs Rate of ODT ; but T never 
5 thought of this before. 1 

Miß EmMa. | ; 

All this may be very true; but flill I think mamma 
has been greatly to blame in not keeping us under 
her own eye, and inſtructing us Þer/elf. 

| M. CLEVELAND. | 

In reſpect to your firſt objection, my dear—are you 
ſure that your mother had ſtrengrh of conſtitution to 

bear 


PE - 
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u 
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1 


bear the bannen! And in goes: to the other— 


are you certain that ſhe had heifure for it? Let me 


ale you, my dear ſiſter have you been ſuffered to 


grow up without the inſtruction ſuitable to your 


ſituation in life? Has no expence been beſtowed on 


your education ? I am rather inclined to think 


that our dear parents have been put to many incon- 


veniences through their define to procure us the 


” 


uſual advantages, 
| Miſs Euus. 


It muſt be owned that we elder ones have Toy a | 


very genteel education , and were Placed under a 
worthy governeſs, | 
Mi CteveLany. | 


Then I muſt defire you, my dear, 3 as I 305 2 now 


did Clariſſa, to look down on the aber ranks of life, 


Conſider the deplorable ignorance of thoſe poor 
children, who are deſtitute of in ſtruction; and be- 


fore you preſume to ſay again, Why did not my mamma 


teach me herſelf ? aſk your own heart, Whether you 


have been grateful to her for the benefits ſhe has be- 
ſtowed upon you ? and whether you have endeayoured 


to repay them as you ought to do ? Make this en- 
quiry 


# 
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quiry with impartiality, my ; dive, and depend u upon 
it, vou will find more reaſon to condemn yourſelf 
than your parents. = | 
Miß 9 1 0 : 

I really believe, Jemima, that if you had 2 — 5 5 
parents in the world, you would find excuſes for 
them ! 

| Mi CixVILANB. © 

I would endeavour to do ſo, Clarifa; for [ enter- 
tain the higheſt idea of filial duty, and cannot con- 
ceive what pleaſure there can be in diſcovering a 
parent's faults, To me it appears a great crime „ 
ſcrutinize their characters, unleſs with a view of dif. 
covering their virtues, in order to copy them. All 
human beings are liable to error, and why mould 
5 we expect our parents in particular to be exempt. | 
from them ? For my part, I am firmly of opinion, 
that no children can delight in pointing out defects in 


à father or mother's conduct, who are not conſcious 
of improprieties in their own, which they hope to 
excuſe to the world, by throwing the blame on cheir 
Parents. Pardon me, Clariſſa ; but if you were a 
little older I ſhould * ſuf] — from the complainta 


PE 


% 


A 


you have exhibited againſt your's, that you were 
going to throw off their authority by a dlandtſline 


marr tage. | 
Miſs Cranmsa, "pw great cough Aon 1 


What do you mean, Jemima? Is it poſlible you 6 


can have heard ? 
Mi CLEVELAND. 


I will not keep you in painful ſuſpenſe, Clarif. . 
I am informgd, that you have ſuch a ſcheme in 


agitation as I hinted at, But ſurely my intelligence, 


which came from one of the inferior ſervants, 1s 


without foundation, However it is, make me your 
confident in the affair. Fear no reproaches, but 
aſſure yourſelf, of every aſſiſtance which a friend and 
ſiſter can give towards extricating you from ſo per- 


plexing a ſituation. 
; Miſs er An 1884. | 
"Yau are'very good, Femima ; but how ſhall I tell 


you of my indiſcretion ? Yet I muſt haſten to do fo, 
let my father ſhould return, from whom I hope i it 
will ever be concealed, 


\ 
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46 The MATERNAL SISTER, 
Miſs CLEVELAND. 

As far as is conſiſtent with my duty to him, aſſure 

yourſelf it ſhall Ws os ho hea NG my 


dear. 


4 
— 


— 


77 ifs CLARrISsA. | 

Fou can ſcarcely figure to r a more ail. 
tracted place than this houſe was when we came 
home to paſs the laſt holidays. Whenever it was 
poſſible ſor mamma to bear the fatigue of dreſſing 
ſhe went out, but ſeldom took us with her, becauſe 
my papa objected to the expence attending- our 
being introduced into the world; and not only to 
that, but really ſeemed to grudge money for houſe- 
keeping. This produced dreadful altercations be- 


tween them. Papa would ſometimes be in ſuch 


violent paſſions chat you would have been frightened 
to ſee him, and generally left the bouſe for the 


whole day afterwards . and then mamma wed fit 


2 IE ER 


and fret to ſuch a degree, that there was no ſuch 
thing as being comfortable with her. You med 
tears, Jemima / what is the matter With you? 


fe 


PL 


n in Taxen .. "Ip 


222 'Cuever and. 


0 Clariſſa? how can you aſk. that queſtion ? 


FF filial affection extinguiſhed an your heart? "I 


| hope not! rather Ter me ſuppoſe, that the indif- 
: ference | with which you fpeak of altercations that 


diſtreſs me even to hear of, ariſes from want of re- 


fiction. Depend on it, my dear, there muff have 


been ſome very material cauſe for fuch a change in 


papa's temper, which is naturally a very good one. 


A cauſe, which, from what I juſt now told you of 
bis circumſtances, you can no longer be at a an to 
gueſs. But go on with your ſtory. | 
| 2 Cr Axis. „ 

0! Jemima ] you affect me fo that I can ſearcely 


* 


reſtrain my own tears: but I will try to proceed. 


"Uneaſy in our parents company, both Emma and I 
uſed to avoid it as much as poſſible. Sometimes 


we had. whole days to ourfelves ; for mamma was 


frequently too ill to leave her room, and papa from 
home. Not knowing how to amuſe ourſelves, and 


wanting to vent our uneaſineſs, we made a confident 


of Carter, my mamma's woman, who aggravated 


every thing that appeared to us a fault either in 
Vor. II. N papa 
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papa or mamma's conduct; ; and we were perſuaded 
to think ourſelves worſe treated tian ever childten 
were before. 
Mi "PO 

If we were to tell you half what Carter ſaid, you 

would not be ſo ready to blame us, Jemima. 
p | Miſs CLEveLang. | | 

1 am not forward to cenſure you, my y deat ſiſters, 
but ſurely affection avd friendſhip require that -I 
mould not flatter you, I ſuppoſe, Clarifa; this baſe 
woman had ſome private ends of her own to anſiver, 
a which induced her to act this cruel parts. _ 

Miſe Clannad. = | 

| She had; and what I am going to tell you will | 
unfold them to you. I will therefore proceed to inform 
you, that ſhe employed every artifice to infiauats 
herſelf into our good opinions, and perſuaded us to 
come into her room, when ſhe had company, which 
was always the caſe when mamma was out; and I 
aſſure you, that they had cards, and ſometimes danc- 


ing too, and every thing in ſtyle: nay, even the in- 


ferior ſervants had their parties. Among Mrs. 
Carter's viſitors was a young man of very ſmart ap- 
pearance, 


WH * 


wn of GO. WG 


* * 
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pearance, who thi affured me, was 8 a young 
gentleman, who had, like us, bad parents. He paid 
particular attention to me; and at his ſecond viſit, 
profeſſed himſelf my lover, and Mrs. Carter in. 
formed me, chat he was moſt deſperately e 
with me, ; Io 
Miſs CI EVEIANR. 

And were you credulous enough to believe her? 
o Clarifa / haften 0 il ms the event of that 
blamable weakneſs. \ 

M; i C LARISSA, 

My lever, as Carter called him, repeated his viſits; 
and I confeſs to you, my dear ſiſter, ſo far ſucceeded 
In his deſign, that I ſuffered him to talk of an 
elopement with him to Scotland, and fear I ſhould, if 
he had perſiſted, have conſented to it theſe holidays, 
had I found things in the ſame ſituation in which I 
left them, But by bribing Berty, he prevailed on 
Her to convey this letter to me at ſchool, which me 
foon found means to do. I bluſh to give it you, 
dur it is neceſſary to lay the whole of this affair be- 


fore you. [She gives Miſe Cleveland @ better. 


„ e 
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Miß cv,i Lad. 
ee 

I i 10 longer deceive you, as * Jar 
yoh for which 1 prefeſe fed myſelf your lower is ds eftroyed ty 
I" mothers going abroad, and taking my relati on, Mrz. 
Carter, avith her, who, I find, has fence le oft her. Tobe 
a partaker of the feſtivity at your houſe, WAS my e 
motive for coming thither ; and the attention I paid 10 
Jou, . ewith a' view of 5 reventing your 'Peeraying eur 
fecrets. If you are bent on a trip to Scotland von muſt 
ebuſe anst her companion; for 1 have no money to ſpare 
for ſuch expeditions, nor any inclination to invvolye myjelf 
in difficulties by marrying. a fine lady. 4 therefore rake 

49 leave of you, and am, Ae, 

a 7. our humble: fervent. 
Miſs „ . | 
I am mocked, Clariſſa, to an inexprefiiile 3 
| | Is not your delicacy . wounded to the quick, by ſuch 
an indignity as this? 
Miſs Sr [after a food ONS, Ye 

O! Jemima / I. can _—_—y look you in che 


face ! 


Ly 


et! 


ch 


2 


* 
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Mi biin 
For my part, Clariſa, I am more melde to 
Fity than to Blame you. But can we perſuade ons 
evorld to entertain the ſame ſentiments of your con- 
duct? | | 
Mis EMMA. 
Let us hope that the ſtory will not cumple ; and 


if it even does, ſurely allowance will be made for 


my liſter's youth and izexperience. 
Miſs CLEVELANB. 
Form no ſuch expectations, my dear Emma ! Men 


of ſuch character as the author of that letter, are 


too vain of their conqueſts to conceal them; and 


though perhaps the fear of papa's reſentment may 
prevent his doing it publicly; depend on it, he has 
his \cofidents to whom he boaſts of his ſucceſs, and 
laughs at my ſiſter's credulity, ; 


"lu Mi, CLARK ISSA. 


Spare me ! for pity's ſake, dear Jemima ! I ſhall 


die with ſhame elſe ! 


Miſs CLEVELAND. 


I will ſyare you Clariſſs! But indeed I never 


felt more e angry in my life. I am hurt for the honor 
| = of 
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of the Family. I am hurt for that of my Jex. Let * 
be your fludy henceforth to retrieve the injury you 


have done to beth. 
„ Craxiss 4. 


. me, I wall! 
Miſs Kuna. 


Dear Jemima ! if Clarif had been ly of the 
greateſt indiſcretion in life, you could 1 not ſay more 


about it than you do, ; 

Mj/ CLeveianD, 7 
I am ſorry to find, my dear Enma, that at your 
early years, your mind ſhould be inſenſible to that 


grief which every ſiſter ſhould feel, when ſo near a 


relation deviates from the paths of rectitude. Cla- 
riſa has fortunately eſcaped the moſt dreadful con- 
ſequences which might have enſued ; but if you are 


inclined to ju/ify her errors, you will perhaps be led 
to imitate her example, and may not be ſo happy a as to 


come off with impunity... 5 


Miſs CLartssa. 
1 hope ſhe will not be ſo fooliſh 1 neither can I be 5 
ſaid to eſcape with impunity, v The con- 
viction of my own mind, added to your cenſure, 19 


a very 


fyt 


A DRaMa, in THREE ACTS, 5 
2 very ſevere puniſhment, J aſſure you: and then 
the world /- I ü ſhall be afraid to go to any public 
place, leſt J ſhould ſee this man; and ſhall dread to 
enter into company, leſt any one I meet there, ſhould 
have heard of my indiſcretion. And if the conver- 
ſation ſhould, at any time, turn upon the imprudence 
of young girls, I am ſure my confuſion will betray me. 

| Miſs CLEVELAND, 


Since your conſcience is ſo fully awakened to the 


impropriety of your conduct, my dear, I will forbear 
all farther reproaches. But for the ſake of Zmma, _ 


who ſeems to think me ſevere in my cenſures, I can- 
not forbear adding, that the indiſcretions, and too 


frequent levities in the young women of theſe days, 


ariſe from the want of preſcribing to themſelves 


certain rules of decorum, which nothing ſhould 


tempt them to depart from, Thanks to my dear 


aunt's care, thoſe principles are, I hope, ſo firmly 
rooted in my own mind, that I would on no con- 


ſideration, violate them. 5 
Mi, CLARISsSA. 
Unfortunately for me, I have been taught no 


rules of decorum „ any farther than the common forma 
of 


4 


1 
a 
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of politeneſs extend; if there are any that I can yet 
practice, teach them to me, my dear ſiſter, 1 
entreat you; ſurely, though I have, for want of a 
Kind band to guide me, wandered out of the right 

road, I have not nn ſo far but 1 may r return 
to it again. 


% 


M/; erer Ann. 
By no means, my dear, and gladly will I afford 


| you all the direction in my power. F avour me 
: therefore with attention whilſt I repeat to you ſome 
of thoſe inſtructions which have been ele es me in 


F 


the regulation of my conduct. 
M. C AA1884. 


Moſt willingly, Jemima! 
I CLEVELAND. : 
| You know, my dear, that immediately on my 
leaving ſchool], I went to live with my aunt; I was 
U then fifteen years old; and I well remember, that 
| the firſt time we were alone together, ſhe addreſſed 
| me in this manner: I promiſe myſelf great plea- 
. ſure, dear Jemima, in having you for a companion, 


and mean to introduce you as ſuch wherever 1 203 


but as my acquaintance is large, I wiſh before I do 
I Pe . 


Iy} 
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et fo, to give you a few cautions which may preſerve 
1 F you from many improprieties, that yon might 
a Þ otherwiſe, through inadvertency, fall into. In the. 


ary, — 
— — 


nt firſt place, ſaid ſhe, have a nice regard to your 


ne Ren 


— 


n reputation, and with this view guard againſt all levity 
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of conduct: avoid familiarity with ſervants ; for let 
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them be. ever ſo faithful or juſt, few of them are 
rd competent judges of what delicacy and decarum re- 
quire of young ladies. Be careful how you form 
we confidential friendſhips with perſons of your owh fex 
in  andage; but be ill more circumſpe& in regard to 
young gentlemen ; encourage no freedoms under the 
idea of romping; neither lend a willing ear to com- | 
pliment, which is in general, but another name for 
flattery.. : Reſolve to carry on no elandeſtine cbr- 
ny reſpondence; and, in order to defend your heart 
a8 againſt forming an improper attachment, fill up 
at thoſe. hours which you devote to reading, not with 
ed || movels, but in the peruſal of ſuch books as will im- 
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Mi EUA. 


* was juſt going to ſay, Femin:4, that T was certain 
from your converſation, you were no novel reader; : 


they teach 9 things, I aſſure you. 
Mi CLEVELAND. 


I am not wholly a ſtranger to novels, my dear: 


T have read ſome, but they were . e aunt's 
ſelecting. | 
Ms % EMMA. 

* believe that I have reid all that ever were 
publiſhed in the Engl; + language, and many French 


ones beſides. Carter pos for us, and n 


us well, I aſſure you. 
| | Mi CLEVELAND. 

Then I hope you have had enough of them, and 
will the more readily lay them aſide. for books of 
another kind, which I ſhall TELE the liberty of re⸗ 
MERRY to you, 

Miß CLARISSA. 
J am ſenſible of the pernicious tendency of many 


novels, and cannot help imputing the ſucceſs of 


Carter's ſchemes, i in ſome meaſure, to the examples 


which are there exhibited. 


Miſs 


6 4 DRAMA, in Thats Acts. 37 


3 . Ni, Euna. 

2 01 me was an artful creature ! How, my PRE 
Jemima, could Clariſſa, circumſtanced. as ſhe Was, 
avoid the artful ſnare which was laid for her. | 

Miß: CLEVELAND. 

It was not my intention, my dear, to ſay any 
thing farther on the ſubject and I fear, Clariſe 
will think I mean to draw an invidious comparuon, 
if I anſwer your queſtion. 9 18 

Miſs CLanis8k. 

By no means, Jemima, the friend and the biter 


rh 
ie mine forth in every word you ſay; declare your full 


ſentiments on the ſubject. er FF rage 1 
Miſs CLEVELAv p. 
Thus called upon, my dear, I will inform you 


nd 5 
or what I think I ſhould have done, at leaſt what I 
465 ought to have done: I ſhould have endeavoured to 
bear with my mother's fretfulneſs, and to avoid en- 
ereaſing my father's anger, by any irritating expreſ- | 
Ws fions, or improper behaviour. If theſe endeavours 
oK had been unſucceſsful, I do not fay that J could 
" have ſupperted the diſappointment with indiffe- 


rence; but I would have lamented it in ſilence. 


You 


3 50 . "The M ATERNA x 81 err, 


[ 


Your making a confident of Mrs. Carter, encouraged 
her to attempt what 1 dare ſay ſne would not have 
thought of, if you Aan e ber at a Piper 
diftangd; : 19! iti 25 L656; i 
476 mba 
That was endoubredly a wrong ſtep, and I muſt 
5 G, that inſtead of paying ſuch attention to our 
parents as you recommend, Femima, we uſed to 
make ſharp anſwers; and when we were diſmiſſec 
with reſentment, which we had provoked, would go 
into Carter's room, and talk over our grievances, 
till, with the aid of her animadverſions, we fancied 
our parents the worſt enemies we had in the 
1 1 5 15 3 | 
NIV. CLAn 155A. 7 bo en 
- It is very true, but I am now conyinced they 
certainly are, as Jemima hinted, our greateſt bene 
factors; for allowing them to have been remiſs i 


Li 


Tome particulars, | | who, belides, | would have con 
pak ſuch benefits upon us as they have done 
Were ſuch a poor credulous girl as I to be abandon 
N by my parents, what might be my lot? 1] latelj 
fooliſhly wiſhed to forſake their houſe ; to thro 
myſell 


Bos 


he. 


4 DRAMA, in THREE ACTS, 69 


A. 


my ſelf into the power, of Aa ſtranger, with an idea 


of being my own miſtreſs; but I am reſolved to 


follow, in future, your plan, my dear ſiſter, as far 


as I have opportunity of doing, and hope to repair 


my fault to my father, by dutiful obedience for the 


remainder of my life. What would 1 give, could I 


do the ſame by my mother! O] my dear femima/ 


if ſhe dies, I ſhall feel remor/e. as long as I live, for 
the uneaſineſs which, I fear I gave her when ſhe 


WAS ill able to bear it, . ; 29 
he Mi. CLEVELAND. 


If 11 are your regrets, my dear, for ſmaller 
offences, what would have been your feelings had 


you married without the conſent of your parents? 


nach CLARISSA. * 
What, indeed | But I never MED TREE? he 


matter before. I thought I could plead their ex- 
ample as an excuſe, and concluded, that they could 


do no leſs than forgive me on that account. 4 


Miſs EMMA. 


"x % not believe, Clariſſa, that if you had martied | 
Mrs, Carter's relath 


Kon, papa would ever have owned 


” 
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50 De MiviknaL Stover, 


Aim for a ſon-in-law ; all our reſarions would Haw 
Eontemned fuck a mean alliance. B 
? NN CLeverany. | | 
And with Juſtice, my dear; for i in marriages re- 
gard ſhould be had to 'equality of rank for many 


| reaſons, But let us chuſe another /ubje#. I ſhould 


really be aſhamed were any body to ober bear ſuch 
young perſons as us converſing on this. Before we 


think of marrying let us endeavour to acquit our- 


ſelves well in our preſent relations of life, Let us, 
my dears, ſtrive to fulfil the duties of daughters and 
bers. Let us learn the rules of economy and good. 
hbouſewifry, Perfect ourſelves in the virtues of /«b- 
miſſion, meekneſt, and patience z and adorn our minds 
with every branch of uſe ful 8 before we 
venture to form important connections, in which, if 
we are not poſſeſſed of thoſe qualifications, and do 
not practice thoſe virtues, we ſhall certainly be un- 
happy, and the cauſe of unhappineſs to others, 
But the interefting- converſation we have been en- 
gaged in, has made us forget the dear children. 
You promiſed to go up to them ww . ee and 


= 


Emma, 


105 


"Bb; nina? 


| houſe. 


f 


=; DRAMA, bad Tirkve wits. 61 
12 1 bud, 


Very true; let us go 0 5 


* 15 CI EVEIAND. 
Moſt willingly ! | Tam their governeſs now; but 


hope that both you and Clarſqa will lend me your 


aſſiſtance, as well as in * 3 of the 


| a Mi Claritin: b 4 


Surely you jeſt with us, Jemima ! and only mean 


to make us feel our own deficiencies ? 
5 Miſs CLEVELAND» 

Can you ſufpe& me of ſo ungenervus adeſign ? No, 
oy dear ſiſters, I wiſh on the contrary to call into 
action thoſe abilities which I know you poſſeſs ; and 
give you opportunities of teſtifying your gratitude 


and affection to our good father, who will, I am 
confident, reward your endeavours to pleaſe him, 


with ſuch a degree of paternal love as you have never 


yet experienced. Had you ſeen with what ten- 


derneſs he preſſed me to his heart this morning, 


you would have wiſhed to be a ſharer of my hap- 
pineſs. | 


%%% 


62 The MATERNAL SISTER 


Miſs rn. 
_ You have inſpired me with the moſt fervent dedre 
to obtain the good opinion of my father. perhaps 
I mould have been even now in full poſſeſſion of it, 
-had I been careful to deſerve it. Let us- haſten- to 
the dear girls, that we may be ready to receive him 
when he returns from his walk. 

Mis CLavaLadd, os 8 

I will, with pleaſure, attend you. {They go out. 


of 
: — 


„ +/+, Exp of Act II. 
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+ [Enter Mr. Cleveland, with Maſter Edward and 
Maſter Henry, returning from their walk, 


Mr. CLEVELAND. 
"OW do you find yourſelves, wy dear boys, 
- after your walk ? 

Maſter EDwaRrD. 


I am very well, thank you, papa; but ſo hungry, 


| that, with your leave, I will go and get ſomething 
to eat. 1 muſt ſee Clariſa and Emma firſt though. 


Mr. CLEVELAND. 5 


Do ſo, and deſire them to come down to me. Ho ]¾] · 


is your ſtomach affected Henry? Has Jumping pro- 
cured yu an appetite alſo? 


O 3 - Maſter 
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64 The MATERNAL SIS TER, 


Ma ſter Hexkx. 
Indeed it has, fir. | 
| Mr. CLEVELAND. 
Then go and ſatisfy it by all means, I ſoppole 
you will kiſs your ſiſters firſt ? 
Maſter HE NAT. 
Certainly, papa. I would go even without my 


dinner to do that. [ Maſter Edward and Henry go out. | 


Mr. CLEVELAND. 
What charming boys! I have had inexpreflible 
pleaſure this morning ! their cheerfulneſs has en- 


| livened me. I feel my ſpirits refreſhed, and have a 


pre/ſentiment that my affairs will come round, and 1 


ſhall be happy with my 18 Here come my 
girls. | 


[Enter Mi Clariſſa ns Miſs Emma. ] 

[Mr. Cleveland meets them, and raking fir /# one, 
then the other in his arms, kiſſes them affectionately ; - 
they appear cenfu uſed. }] 

Mr. CLEVELAND, [/arprijed. ] 


What is the matter, my dear girls! Why do yon 


. not return the affection of) your father ? 
- | A | 


4 * Bos 


4 Daun, in THREE Ars, 65 


| Mi ifs Oasen | 
That I moſt ſincerely do; but the remembrance ' 
of my ill behaviour to you and mamma laſt holidays, f 
ſe tells me I am unworthy of your tenderneſs ; and I 
am confounded in your preſence. Pardon me, I en- 
treat you, and give me your bleſling ! 


ny Miſs EM uA, [Lob bing.] 
t. And me too! Dear papa, forgive me tco ! 
MM.. Cunveiane. 

le Come to my arms, my dear girls! Moſt cordially 
n- do I forgive every thing that is paſt, Receive my 


a WW _ warmeſt benediction. May the choiceſt bleſſings of 
1 heaven be your lot ! And may I be the diſpenſer 
ny of them as far as paternal love can extend! if 
Mi, CLARISS4. | ol 1 
: I am reſolyed, dear papa, to copy Jemima in every 1 
1e, thing I can; and then I doubt not but 1 ſhall be 
3 | able to contribute-to your happineſs. 
Miſs EMA, [having Suppreſſed her tears.] 
11 ſhall be my endeavour ro do the ſame, and to 


ou avoid ſ u ach ororocation as 1 gave you laſt holidays. „ | 


|| 
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66 The MATERNAL SISTER, 5 


Mr. Cinch. 


Let us talk no more of the laſt holidays, my dear 


girls; the recolleftion of them is painful to me, 


upon many accounts. Inſtead of reverting to ſo diſ- 
agreeable a ſubject, let us form ſome plan for the 


enjoyment of the preſent vacation, to me as welcome 
as to you, believe me. - 
. CLARISSA. 8 
Jemima has a ſcheme to propoſe, fir, which we 
are all impatient to obtain your approbation of. = 


Mr. CLEVELAND. 
_Has ſhe? then I am ſure it is a good © one; cul her 


to me, r love. 


MI Crantssa, 


I will, fir. Emma, you promiſed to return to Ca- 


therine and Sophia, as ſoon as you had paid your duty 
to papa. I make no doubt, but he will permit you 
do retire. | : i 
Mr. CLEVELAND. 


| By all means, my dear. I do not wiſh to FAR 
you from any innocent amuſement. ' You will fetch 


 Femima, Clariſſa ? 


We 


ler 


un 


it 


A Drama, in TAE ACTS, 


Miſs CLanioaa, 
[The young ladies ” go out. 


I will; fr. 


Mr. „ 


* 

* 
3 
> Sa: 

oe 


* 
; 


T am all amazement at the ſcene that has paſſed, 
though I endeavoured to conceal it, What can have 


effected this ſurpriſing change in girls whom I re- 


garded as unmanageably turbulent. In the laſt holi- 


days, there was no bearing their pertneſs ; they had 


a retort for every thing which either their mamma or 


I ſaid to them. 


Your ſweetneſs is capable of changing even a ſavage 


pature |! 


O!]! Jemima! this is your work !. 


[Enter Miu. Cleveland, 1 the baby in ber "arms 


"of 


Miſs CLEVELAND» 


My ers in formed me, fir, that you required me 


to attend you. 


little ſtranger to you. 
[Mr. Cleveland takes the child in his arms, and 


Go to papa, Frances. 


I was juſt coming to preſent this 


Li hes her; but not knowing him, fhe cries, an 


ewhich he gives her back again to Mi 5 Cleve- 


land.]! 
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68 The Marennar Stott, © 
My. Cr EVELAND. | 
Here! take your lovely charge, Jemima! I hope 
the day will ſoon come, when ſhe can behold mo 


father without terror, 


* MIV CLEVELAND. e þ A 

| T will, ar. [ She goes out, 

: Mr, CLevetand, TELLS 6 
I diſmiſſed Jemina, becauſe 1 would not diſtreſs 

her by reproaches of her mother, which, with pain, | 

I ſuppreſſed as they roſe to my Ups. Had the kept 

my infants at home, they would have returned my 

endearments. But let me aſk my own heart, have I 
nothing to condemn myſelf for alas q yes! I fear 1 ; 
have been as much to blame as my wife. O! J that ; 
ſhe could 5 and yarn my 1 *. . 
pineſs! B 5 
[Enter Mi, Cleveland.! 

r oO 
You are ſoon returned, Jemima. | | . 
Miſs CLEVELAND. * 
I wiſh to execute my dear father 8 orders a as ſoon as 2 
poſſible on every * vou commanded x me to 18 
attend you. | „ 

as 


hat 


to 


6% | P 
4 — in Tung Aers. $9 


Mr. Gabe e 1 a 
I did "ey my love. Clarifa tells me you kak a, 
ſcheme. to propoſe for the et of the preſent 
e 1 
3656 Currtiand, : 
Wr rab PRE holidays only, fir, but yy 2 
continuance, 1 it merits your approbation. 
Mr. CLEVELAND. 
lame! it, my dear; that it is your”s will be a Caſe | 
ficient recommendation of it to me. 
M CLEVELAND. d 
O! my dear fir | how does your kind condeſcen- 
fion encourage me! My ſcheme then is this: to 
leave the town-houfe entitely; to diſcharge the pre- 
ſent ſet of ſervants, who are extravagant, waſteful, 
and difſolute beyond ROO; and to retire into 


the country. 
| Mr. CLEVELAND. | 


You aftoniſh me, Jemima 9 Notwithſtanding the 
high opinion I entertain of your good-ſenſe, I could 
not have expected ſuch a propoſal from a girl of 


Jeighteen. What! reſign all the amuſements of the 
pay world, to which your FO entitles you, to im- 


mure 
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50 De MATERNAL. S1STER, |. 


mure yourſelf in -a country village an hundred 
miles from the metropolis, where there are not 
above half a dozen families with. 8 8 you can 
PRI any ſociety ?. 

| Mi CIEVEIAN D. | | 
I have conſidered all this, fir, and have no doubt, 
but we ſhall be very comfortable in the. country, 
We are a little ſociety of ourſelves, and ſhall con- 
triye a hundred modes of diverſion. for. our leiſure 
hours. Beſides, I have, from my good aunt, had a 


very agreeable account of the neighbouring gentry, 


whoſe company will afford us à pleaſing. variety, 
My only fear is, that we ſhall not be able to_enter- 


tain you, fir. But ycu can come to town when you 


pleaſe, we will take the ſame care at home during 


My. CLEVELAND. 


But that Tam certain, from the goodneſs 617 


| heart, Jemima, that you did not mean it as ſuch;; l 


mould take what you ſaid laſt as a reproof to me. 


1 hope, my lore, I all, for the future, find my 


amuſements i in my own family. Believe me, when 1 
eſſure you, that 1 1 been more re diverted 


* 4 „ 


with 


* 
# 


1 


with my two boys this 1 morning than i could | have 


been at any public place whatever. 


Miſs CLEVELAND. 


I have reaſon to think, fir, that every one of | 


your children will contribute to your amuſemen 
there 1 1s a a general emulation amongſt us to do ſo. 
i My. ClEVELAND, 

To you I attribute it, my dear girl: you are the 
kind inſpirer of it. Aſſure yourſelf of my ready 
concurrence with all your plans. But how, at ſuch a 
diſtance from London are the younger children to be 


inſtructed ? they have not yer, as I T * en 


3 1 


any education. 
Mi CiEvELane. 
The e which you had the goodneſs * 
beſtow upon me, and my elder fiſters, has enabled 
us to inſtruct the- younger ones in many things. 


Clariſſa and Emma have agreed to aſſiſt me, and the 


reſt have proniſed a ready attention ; happy in the 
thoughts of being brought up at home, inſtead of 
going to ſchool! e 


Vo. We. i. 
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Ta The MATERNAL SISTER, * 


| Mr. CLEVELAND. 

This plan, my dear, may do very: well for a little 
while ; ; but Fyward and Henry muſt go on with the 
Claſſics, and there you cannot teach them [after a 
pauſe. Butiforely I can inſtruct them myſelf : for 
the preſent, I will do fo, and when we are ſettled, 


— 


get a private tutor for them: I will write this day to 


Mrs. Atkinſon, the curate's wife, and entreat the 


favour of her to hire a ſet of ſervants; and honeſt 


Mary, the gardener's wife, who at preſent takes care 


of the houſe, can, by the direction of Mrs. Atkinſon, 


get it in order for ue. I will let her live in a little 


lodge which was originally built for the gardener's 


reſidence. What furniture 3 is wanted for mine may 
be ſent from nee; and we will ſoon bid adieu to 
this racketing town, in which L have found but little 


; 
real en ö 5 


4 Fetus 1 enters.) 
Foor MAN. 
14 gentleman, fir, who lays he came from Fra rance, 


begs the favour of ſeeing you, 


\ 


N | ; 26.57 1 "I e 7 5 x 7 
* A Drama, in ＋ HREE ACTS, 18: 


Mr. 5 D. 


' Shew him i into my ſtudy, I will wait on him im- 


: | France Perhaps 10 wife i is dead ! Forbid 1 it Hea- 
i ven! . [ He goes out haſtily. 
i 5 Miß Creverand. 

| I tremble with apprehenſion ! J hope my dear mo- 
if ther's life will be ſpared, that ſhe may enjoy more 
8 happineſs than ſhe has done for many years. | 
[Enter Mi Clariſſa ard Mi Emma. 
by „ Miſs CLARISSA. b 
4 6 Do you know who that French gentleman 1s, ſiſter, 
I whois now in the ſtudy with papa? I met John 


- 


from mamma. | 
Mi, CLEVELAND. 
I can give you no intelligence, my dear, but am 


a ſtate of moſt painful e till I am in- + 


. of his buſineſs. 


ce, : 
| Mig EMMA. 
Have you communicated your ſcheme to Papas | 
1 Jeuima ? | 
Irs 


211 


mediately, [ Footman goes out.] A gentleman from a 


in the hall, who told me, that he believed he came | 
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ä Mi CLeveiann. | 
J have, my dear, and he readily agrees to our 


putting it in execution. Lou and Clariſſa are to 


leave ſchool, and the little ones to be educated at 
home, as we propoſed. 


Mi CLARISSA. 


I am glad of it with all my heart. By retiring 
into the country, I ſhall, I hope, eſcape the morti- 
fication of having my indiſcretion made public; and 


latter myſelf I ſhall eſtabliſh a good reputation in 
the neighbourhood I am going to. 1 


Mije EMMA. 


By aſſiſting you in the inſtruction of the children, 


Jemima, we ſhall be likely to keep up our French, 


Geography, Embroigery, and other things, which 


we have learnt at ſchool. Then I am delighted 


with the idea of the dances vou have promiſed us, 


and the hopes, that amongſt our neighbours we may 
find ſome agreeable companions. 
Miſs CLEVELAND. 
Fae ſay we ſhall; and I ſuppoſe we can have 


maſters to give us farther inſtruction; for there i is 2 


capital ladies ſchool within two miles of our houſe. 
Font] Miß 


* 


itt 
4 FA, 


4 Drama, in Tarer Acts, 75 
115 ks. 

Are you coming up to the children, Temima of Ca- 
eherine and Sophia, ſeem quite tired of working. 1 
was deſired to aſk you, how you wiſh them to be 
employed? : i 

Miß Cieverany. 

It was my intention that they ſhould take a little 
walk in the Park till dinner-time ; but 1 cannot 
conveniently attend them, as I am in hopes my 


father will return and relieve my mind from i its pre- 


ſent anxiety. Will you, Emma, have the goodneſs | 


to accompany them ? 

| Mio Enel | 
Upon condition that you will ſend for me as ſoon 
as you know what news the French gentleman has | 


brought of mamma. Shall Edward and Henry go | 


with me? 


Miſe Curverany. 


With all my heart, if they are not already tired 
with walkin g but if they are fo, or have fixed upon 


ſome other amuſement, you had beſt not interrupt 


__ I have promiſed them a holiday, 


P 3 | Miſs 
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. Miſs Clones, 
Suppoſe, Emma, that nurſe carries France with 
you ? The dear little creature ſeems to know me 
already, Jemima! I hope ſhe will be fond of me: 
you cannot think how diverted ſhe has been with 
ſome of Emma's droll tricks. He 
; | Ms Miſs EMMA. 1 
T can play no more of them, till I know what news 
| this Frenchman brings. I will go to her, however. 
[She goes ont, 
Miſs 6 5 
Myð father's conference with this foreigner i is 2 a very | 
long one, at leaſt it appears ſo to me, through my 
impatience to know how my mother does. 
5 nter Mr. Cleveland in great agitation, With a 
letter in his hand ; he throws himſelf i into a chair, 
both the young ladies haftet to him, Mi ifs Cleveland 
takes his hand, and after ſome heſitation ſpeaks, ] 
Mi., CLEVELAND. „ 
It is needleſs to alk you the contents of that letter, 


| fir? I have no longer a mother, [ She Aal down 
5 Abl fainting, 


ir. 


2 


5 AY 


F. 
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Mr. CLEVELAND. | | 
. my dear Jemima . your fears are grounds 
leſs! Your mother is much better. The emotion 


you obſerved in me, proceeded not from /orrow, 


but exce/5 of Joy. I muſt make you, my dear girls, 


my . confidents on this occaſion. Your prudence will 


teach you not to repeat our converſation to the 


younger children. Read this letter,  Femima, and 
read it aloud; it has thrown my ſpirits into ſuch a a 
tumult of joy, that I have only a confuſed remem« 


brance of its contents, 


Mif CerraLann. 


Indeed, my dear fir, I am not equal to the taſk of 
reading it aloud. | 


M.. CLEVELAND. | 
Then give it me again, my love. I am mote com- 
poſed now: [He read.. 


{ have the e to inform you, my dear, that 
1 W find great benefit from the ſalubrious air of this. 
mild climate. The fever has left mg ; my cough is almeſt 
gone ; my appetite reftored ; and the phyſician flatters me, 
that in another month, I may be in a condition to return 
fo my native country. I cannot doubt but that hu manity 
vill 


75 u, Marranas siert, 


will incline Jou to re j oice at the proſper of * recovery: by 
6 ſhould 1 be, could you do ſo from a higher mori ve? . 
That my children alſo could deli gb. in the reſtoration * 
a mother ! But, alas! I fear the life of difibation 
_ evbich I have led for many years, careleſs of domeſtic 
| duties, has eradicated your affe@tion for me, and pre- 


wented the growth of theirs. Permit me, however, to 

Mere you, that my allneſs has awakened thoſe refledions, . 
aubich, till lately, I have not alloaued my/felf time to 

indulge ; and my reſolution is formed to begin a waa 

of life, and to feek for happineſs in my 0WN family. of 5 
coula 4005 at my return to England, Yo retire 0B — 
a: 7 far à town life will overſet my conſtitution again ; '2 
and country air will be neceſſary to complete my recovery. 
It would be a great Pleaſure to me to have my. foniy, ith 
me; and] hope to be indulged 3 the little ones. lat laft. 
Ilg that Frances may be taken from nur/e.' Remember | 
me with afetion to all the children, aubo are dearer 
to me than ever ; and believe me, Ec: | 

; Mr. CLevelano. c 
Now you have heard the letter, Jemima, can 
you wonder at my emotion? 
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Miſe CuuveLand. | 
Indeed, fir, I cannot. My mother 8 kn re- 


covery, and her defire for retirement, are ſo agree- 


able to our wiſhes, that I am delighted beyond ex- 


preſſion 1 


Mr. Cltveran. | 
At is s impoſlible to deſcribe to you the preſent ſen 


ations of my heart, I know, I feel, that I ſhall be 


happy with my family, If I do not miſtake my own 

diſpoſition, nature has formed me for a demeſlic cha- 
rader ; for though faſhion and folly have tempteg me 
to diviate from her paths, I have ſecretly 4 ſpijed the 


very amuſements I have appeared to promote; and 


could I but have had a happy home, ſhould long ago 


| have forſaken them. Not that I mean at this time to 


reflect on your mother. I have been at leaſt as blame- 
able as ſhe, A Heady reſolution, enforced with goed 
humour on my part, would, I dare ſay, have had its 
due influence on her. 
Miſs CLEVELAND. 
Spare us the Pain, dear ſir, of being witneſſes 
to your /elf-reproaches. Permit us to retire ; when 


you are more compoſed we will wait on you again. 


1% me Mariana stsrzx, 
5 Me. . FOE 
No, my love, ſtay. There has been one material 
error in my conduct, which I am defirous of pointing 
ont to you as a warning ; for though I hope you are 
not in immediate danger, no one knows what temp- 
tations may fall in your way. The fault I allude | 
to, was an inconfuderate preci pitate marriage wit Bout 
ehe ronſent of parents. That my example may not be 
an encouragement to any of you to be ouilty of the 
ſame fault, let me tell you now, as T ſhall your brothers 
and fert at a proper age, that J regard it as the 
fource of all the unhappineſs of my life. j 5 
Miſs CIE vITLA ND, | 
Aſſure yourſelf, dear fir, 1 never will entertain 2 
| thought of marriage without your entire approba- 
tion; and I dare ſay, I may anſwer for Clarifa. 9 5 
des 7 2 appears confuſed, but ferns te conceal i its 


Mr. CLEVELAND. 

I do not ſay this, Clari iſa, becauſe I have the + leaky 
diſtruſt, either of you or Jemima; my only deſign is 
by my advice to furniſh you with an antidote againſt 
the contagion of my example. I would not with that 
of child by mine ae feel the fame kind of pange 

which 


-» 


* 


Fo ad 


. 


which I have felt, and therefore muſt tell you the 


firft conſequences of this raſh ſep; the ucceeding ones 


you have, without doubt, yourſebves obſerved, 
Miſe CLEVELAND. 


\ 


ſelf to look up to you with reverence, gratitude, 


and love. I cannot bear a word that has the remoteſt 


tendency to ſhew you in another light : no, not even 
from Jour own lips. 

| 1 CLeveLane. 

Amiable creature ! Hear me this once, 3 ! 
My heart i is ſo full I muſt relieve it. I cannot be 
ſatisfied if I Go not. It is certainly my duty. 

1 CLEVELAND. 

Well, fir, if it muſt be ſo, I obey. 


Mr. CLEVELAND. 


* was, my dear, the ſecond ſon of my father, who 
poſſeſſed, as you know, a conſiderable eſtate ; but as 
I had an elder brother and four ſiſters, my expec= 
tations of fortune were moderate, and my father in- 


tended me for the bar. With a view to my ads 


vancemeht in 9 8 he placed me with an eminent 


barriſter. 


% * * 
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von are very good, fir! but indeed this able 


is too painful to me. Thave ever accuſtomed my- 
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batter, This gentleman had two daughters, RT 
eldeſt (your good aunt Jemima) having loſt her mo- 
ther, lived with a relation; but the youngeſt was 
kept as a parlour boarder at one of the firſt ſchools. 
in England ; - ſhe, however, came home occaſionally, | 


and at thoſe receſſes I became acquainted with her, 


and the conſequence of our acquaintance was an 


elopement to Scotland, This journey quite exhauſted 


my finances; and being entirely at a loſs how to 


provide for our future ſubſiſtence, we were under 
the neceſlity of . ourlelver. at the feet- of 
our parents, 8 TY 


— 


Wi Cuevatant 5. 
Pardon the interruption, fi ir 3 but what an have 


been the diſtreſs both of you and mamma, when you 


came into the preſence of your parents, aſter takin g fo 

important a ſtep, without their knowledge and 

conſent ? REIT 
nen 98 

© Greater than you can imagine, my dear. Their 


| | Ju reproaches were like dag gers to our hearts. My 


wife's father, being 2 man of the niceſt honor, was 


at vain . for he feared the world would 
| ſuſpe& 


A Dranta, in Tnakz Aers. 83 


— 


faked bim of being privy to the match and mine 
treated me with a coolneſs Which the conſciouſneſs of 


having deſerved it rendered doubly afflicting; how- 


ever, he kindly continued the ſum he had allotted 
for my annual allowance, with ſome addition; and 


then my father-in-law was induced to give my wife 
a ſmall portion. 
and had we underſtood domeſtic ceconomy, might 


have lived very comfortably ; but inſtead of re- 
doubling my afliduities at the law, I entirely neg- 
lected my ſtudies; and your mother having no judg- 


ment in reſpe& to the expenditure of money, was 


liable to numberleſs impoſitions ; this, added to & 5 


taſte for public diverſions, which we fooliſhly ſub- 


ſituted for domeſtic pleaſures, involved us in a 
variety of difficulties, [Mis Clariſſa burſts into tears. 


My dear Clary Na, why are you ſo greatly affected? 
Miſs CLEVELAND. \ , 


Indeed, my good fir, my feelings are very 4 | 


as well as Clariſa's. The idea of what our parents 
muſt have ſuffered is enough to awaken the tendereſt 


emotion. 


Vor. II. 


We took a little houſe in townz 
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The MATERNAL SISTER, 


M.. CLEVELAND. . 


\ 
F 


well , my dear girls, I will haſten to a concluſon 


of my ſtory. To add to our embarraſſment a young 
family came on. I wiſhed your mother to nurſe 
you . Jemima but ſome of her faſhionable | 
acquaintance perſ uaded her, that it would ruin her 
health, and confine her conſtantly at home, ſo ſhe: 
was prevailed on to put you to nurſe. And thus 
was one of the greateſt delights in life, that of 


enjoying our children in their infancy, tarned out of 


doors; for every ſucceeding child was, like you, 


conſigned to the care of 4 N two we 


buried. 

Meh CLETEIAN D. 

I doubt not, fir, but that, notwithſtanding we 
were put to- nurſe, both you and my dear mother” 
had a great deal of care and trouble, as well as ex- 


| pence on our account. 


Mr. Cleveland. 

We had, indeed, my dear, After we had been 
married ſeven years, my elder brother died of 2 
fever, and 1 became my father's heir ; he lived but 


fix 


ö 


EX 


equal to my offences, 
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a Ade after his n: and, with kis dying breath; 


urged me to leave the idle courſe of life I was in, 
+ ; and paſs my time like a chriſtian! EF fully intended 
to obey him; but both your mother and I found 
it difficult to ſhake off our old companions, Who 
enticed us on from day to day, till, having money 
we became more diſſipated than 


at command, 
ever; fortunately, neither of us had any taſte for 


gaming, or we might have totally ruined our family. 
The events of this day have recalled to my mind my 


father's dying injunctions, which I am reſolved, 


though late, to fulfil.— O my dear, my honored 


parent! how does my heart reproach me for in- 


gratitude to your memory ! 


M.., CTLARISSA. 
My dear fir, you afflict FOR: an mea- 


ſure! 


++ 


My. CIEVELAND. | 
No, Clariſſa, my remorſe, though great, is not 
Obedience to parents is one 
ef the firſt of moral duties; no one can violate 1t 


without offending their heavenly Father, whoſe repre- 


ſentatives our earthly parents are to us. Nay, diſ- 


obedience 


— 
＋ 
* 
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3 


obedience naturally leads to the breach of other 
duties. Had I been a good ſon, and followed my 
" father's early advice, which was to /etle my principles, 
| eftabliſh a gord character, and have a preſpect of tro- 
widing for a family before I thought of marrying, 
think I ſhould have been an | alfeionate huſband 
and a tender father, | 
MM.. n 
I keen always colifidered you as ſuch, fir, akd; ry 
ach; will ever revere you. 333 
. nent ð 
a you ſhall find me all a Parent ould 1 
Pt but I loſe the thread of my narration. After 
my father's death, my fortune was very conſiderable 3 
but neither your mother or I had uſed ourſelves to any 
calculations; and as our family increaſed, ex pences 
'Increaſed, ſo that for ſome time paſt, I have lived 
beyond it, and have been und&r the neceſſity of bor- 
rowing money on a mortgage. However, the pru- 
dent plan you have propoſed, ps dear Jemima, will 
I think, in a few years bring my "affairs round, and 
] hope to live in ſuch a manner as 10 give my Chile 
dren cauſe to bleſs me. | 8 


' ſhewn ? 


„„ ͤ 8 


1 8 | Mi CLarIss A, 
We already do, my dear, my honored parent! 
| Mr. CLEVELAND. | 
Well, my dear girls, I will now retire to my 


ſtudy till dinner is ready, by which time I hope we 


ſhall all be ſufficiently compoſed, to meet together 


with cheerful hearts and happy countenances. 


: [96 goes out. 
Miſs CLARISSA. 


01 my dear Jemima, what diſtreſs have 1 en- 
dured whilſt my father related the hiſtory of his paſt 


life ! | 
Miſs CLEVELAND, 


1 doubt not but you have. I fineerely tym "OT. 


thized with yon. What condeſcenfion has he 


Euter Miſs Emma. ] : = 
| Mi Eun. | | 
How could you ſerve me ſo, Jemima? you pro- 
miſed to ſend for me as ſoon as the Frenchman was 
gone. | | 
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. irn ani © 8 
1 did ſo, indeed, Emma ; but papa detained bs. | 


4+ have now the pleaſure of informing you, that 
mamma is better, and will come home in a ſhort | 
time; therefore, let us look forward to the happineſs | 
in ſtore for us. Let each of us ſtudy to do every | 
thing in our power towards eſtabliſhing good order 


2 in the houſe we are going. to, that at. mamma's re- 
| turn ſhe may find a comfortable family, Eo 


Mi: iſe CLARISSA. i : 
For my part, Jemima, I am ſo fully convinced, 


+ that happineſs depends on the proper diſcharge. of 
the domeſtic wirtuts, t that I reſolve from this day to 


make them my ſtudy ; and never will I again think 
of- marrying, till I have qualified myſelf to fill the 
offices of wife, mother, and miſtreſs ef a Jamil. 
Mi CreveLand. 
Then, my dear, you may, with great neobabillty 
of ſucceſs, promiſe yourſelf the attainment of the 


4 
% 4-1 


happineſs you aſpire: to. Would every young wo- 


man form ſuch a reſolution, and abide by it, I, 


| ave reaſon to think, there would be few indi rferent 


. and carl: Jo fathers However, ſet us make 


N 


1 e the 


A DRAMA, in THREE Acrs. 89 
the experiment. If we acquit ourſelves properly as 
daughters and fiſters, we ſhall at leaſt form no im- 
proper connections; neither ſhall we be in danger of 
deviating from the paths of propriety, while we fill 


up our time with ul employments, . * 


b 


